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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter canme on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Committee at 777 North Pinal Avenue, Casa G ande,

Arizona, comrencing at 1:00 p.m on February 5, 2024.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

GABRI ELA S. MERCER, Ari zona Corporation Conm ssion
LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environmental Quality
DAVI D FRENCH, Ari zona Departnment of Water Resources
(via videoconference)
R DAVI D KRYDER, Agriculture Interests
SCOTT SOVERS, Incorporated Cities and Towns
(via videoconference)
MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, Ceneral Public
DAVE RI CHI NS, General Public
JOHN GOLD, Ceneral Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Al bert H. Acken, Esq.
ACKEN LAW

111 East Dunl ap Avenue
Suite 1-172

Phoeni x, Arizona 85020

Sar ah Noe, Esq.

BALLARD SPAHR

One East Washington Street
Suite 2300

Phoeni x, Arizona 85004
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LS CASE NO. 229

CHWN STAFFORD:

Now is the tinme set for the hearing on the

VOLUME |  02/05/2024

Let's go on the record.

application for certificate of environnental

conpatibility by SunDog Energy Center,
L- 21284A- 23- 0335- 00229,

present .

Member Soners.
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| . Menber Ri chins.

MEMBER RI CHI NS: Here.

CHWN STAFFORD:
MEMBER LI TTLE:

CHWN STAFFORD:
MEMBER DRAGO
CHWN STAFFORD:
VMEMBER KRYDER:
CHWN STAFFORD:
VEMBER GOLD:

CHWN STAFFORD:
MEMBER MERCER:
CHWN STAFFORD:
MEMBER HI LL:

CHWN STAFFORD:

VMEMBER SOVERS:
CHWN STAFFORD:
MEMBER FRENCH:

Menber Little.

Representing the public,
Menber Drago.
Present.
Menmber Kryder.
Her e.
Menber Gol d
Her e.
Menmber Mercer.
Present .
Menmber Hill.
Present.

| believe we have online

Her e.
And Menber French.
Pr esent .
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CHW STAFFORD:. Thank you. I'd like to
adnoni sh the public that the ex parte rule's in effect,
and that communications with the Conmttee should be nade
on the record during the public comment session. |f they
do have a procedural question, they may ask the Chair,
nme.

Let's take appearance of the applicant.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you, M. Chairmn,
menbers of the Commttee. Bert Acken of Acken Law and
Sarah Noe of Ballard Spahr, on behalf of the applicant,
SunDog Energy Center, LLC

CHW STAFFORD: Now, there have been no
requests for interventions in this matter; correct?

MR. ACKEN:. That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Wuld you like to make an
openi ng statenent, M. Acken?

MR, ACKEN. | would. Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

|"d like to use a few visuals. W're --
you know, as npbst of these cases are, they're heavy on
maps and vi sual presentations, and you're going to see
our wi tnesses provide us information in greater detail

But | think it is helpful to at |east
previ ew what you're going to see during their testinony.

So, again, SunDog Energy Center, it's an

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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affiliate of Invenergy, LLC. This is the second project
I nvenergy has brought before the Commttee. The first
one was the Hashknife Energy Center in northeast Arizona.

We are requesting approval for a SunDog
Sol ar 230kV generation gen-tie line project. The -- |
want to show a different map first. |1'll use this one.

It's an approximately 1.7 mle transm ssion
line to interconnect the SunDog Sol ar Energy to the
regional transm ssion grid at Pinal Central substation.

So the map on the left is R17. This is a
corridor map and there's sone details about the corridor
that 1'"'mgoing to explain in additional detail in a
little while.

The key things | want to point out for now
is -- and M. Petry, if you have the good pointer, I'd
ask that you follow along for nme and highlight.

So starting fromthe project substation in

the northwest portion of this area, the upper left of the

slide, the project wll head east for approximtely a
half mle, then it will head south in that blue

corridor -- we're having a bit of a technical difficulty.
Maybe - -

Thank you, G ace.
So again starting fromthe western
term nus, the project will commence in the project

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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substation which M. Petry is highlighting wwth the green
| aser pointer.

Fromthere, it will traverse to the east
for approximately a half mle, turn south for alittle
|l ess than half a mle, before turning east again for
another half mle or so, before it enters the Pinal
Central substation.

"Il detail this corridor inalittle bit
nore detail, but the things I wanted to highlight for you
i's, you know, you see it's a variable width corridor.

We're requesting a up to 100-f oot
right-of-way in which the place -- the project, the
variable wdth corridor is designed to provide for
flexibility in a couple |ocations to address | andowner
concerns and opportunities to coordinate with affected
| andowners on the specific placenent of the project.

So that's why you see as we -- both north
of the existing residential area into just to the east of
the project substation, and they get -- then again, where
the project enters the existing Pinal Central substation,
and what's being highlighted there is actually the Pinal
County fairgrounds.

That area, we're providing a little
additional flexibility to work with those | andowners.

The entire project is |ocated on private

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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land with a small segnent as | nentioned on Pinal County
fai rgrounds.

This map shows the affected jurisdictions.
So in gray is Pinal County. The teal, or I think |I've
heard mnt, which | kind of like, the mnt color is
Coolidge. And so you see nost of the gen-tie is in Pinal
County with a small portion as it enters that Pinal
Central substation that's in Coolidge.

Pink color is Eloy. Incorporated El oy.

Also in this map you can see the hatched
area for the generation project that is located entirely
I n uni ncorporated Pinal County.

W will talk about the status of the
devel opnent for the generation project, the
nonj uri sdi ctional generation project. W received a
maj or conprehensive plan anendnment approval in 2020 from
Pi nal County, and is going through the rezoning process
concurrently.

So this one's alittle different than sone
where we're actually doing themat the sane tine. So
we're in realtine, we're going through the county
entitl enent process.

W have a panel of three witnesses. You
see themeagerly awaiting the opportunity to speak.
Katie DeSpain is the project nanager of Invenergy. As

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

10



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 229 VOLUME | 02/05/2024 11

well as Devin Petry and Colin Agner of SWCA. They're
going to provide the testinony you woul d expect to see in
support of the CEC application, talk about the applicant,
the route, the requested right-of-way and corri dor.

M. Petry will provide a virtual tour of
the project. The panel will also address public notice
and outreach conducted in support of the application, the
envi ronnent al resources conduct ed.

And then of course expert opinion regarding
the environnental conpatibility of this project
consistent with the Commttee's prior decisions.

So there are a few unique factors that |
wanted to highlight in my opening to kind of set the
stage, so that you're going to hear them again during the
presentation. And the first one is this corridor, the
bl ue section in particul ar.

So in case 212, the Eleven Ml e Sol ar case,
this Commttee adopted a condition requiring Eleven Ml e
Solar to work in good faith wth SunDog, who intervened
in that case on the placenent of the transm ssion route
on Eleven Mle Solar's project.

You will see in the testinony Eleven Mle
Solar's project is currently under devel opnent. It
covers a large area of our study area and in the vicinity
of the project, and we had to get a -- had to have a way

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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LS CASE NO. 229 VOLUME | 02/05/2024 12

to cross their project in order to access Pinal Central.

That process was successful. That
condition worked as intended. And we do have an easenent
in place with Eleven Ml e Solar, the area shown in blue
on our project corridor, that is an easenent, again,
established effective as a result of this Commttee's
decision in case 2012 [sic].

Anot her big issue in this case is | and use.
And both existing and future land use. |If the Cormittee
takes a tour, you will see that this is an area that is
under goi ng devel opnent currently.

A lot of electrical infrastructure
devel opnent, sone residential devel opnent as well.

Figure -- this is | believe it is A-3 fromthe
application, but it's slide R 41 shows future | and uses
in the area.

Future | and use shown in blue are sol ar
generating facilities. To the |lower left in the hash, it
goes fromthe lower left to the upper right is the El even
Mle Solar project that is actively being constructed as
we speak.

The SunDog project is shown to the upper
left -- thank you -- highlighted right there, and further
north, that's the location of the SunDog project.

QG her future |and uses of note, the beige

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Is existing and future residential. The purple is the
Pinal County fairgrounds. 1In red is commercial. G een
is agriculture.

We do have opposition fromone or two
adj acent homeowners. That's reflected in the application
materials, and | believe you will have public coment to
that effect here.

We are going to provide testinony that
siting electrical infrastructure next to residenti al
areas is common, consistent with Pinal County's |and use
pl an, and environnentally conpati bl e.

While our testinony wll show that these
| and uses can -- are conpatible, visual inpacts can be
m nim zed consistent with the Committee's authority to
adopt reasonabl e conditi ons.

The testinmony will show that mtigation
neasures are best devel oped in consultation with affected
parties, which requires their good faith participation.

The one near by resident who has been npst
vocal has been unwilling to neet wwth the applicant to
this time to discuss their concerns and see if there are
mtigation neasures that we coul d adopt.

Wth that said, the applicant has done what
it can do on its own, and that's what you see with the
pr oposed corridor.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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So this area, if you could highlight where
we have the opposition, fromthose honmeowners ri ght
there, we have extended the corridor north in that area
480 feet wide, up to 287, to provide the Committee with
options if there is a desire in that area to address
t hose concerns by placing the right-of-way further away
from existing residential.

A third point that I want to tal k about and
preview for you is an exanple of how the project can
work. That's going to be presented with respect to
cul tural resources.

The testinony wll show that through
consul tation process with SHPO, State Hi storic
Preservation Ofice, the applicant | earned of an
archeol ogi cal site that was present in what is now the
heavily di sturbed area around the Pinal Central
substati on.

Consistent with the SHPO s recomrendati on,
the applicant wll today prepare -- will propose a
condition to avoid that site if possible, and nonitor and
mtigate if avoidance is not possible. And I want to
hi ghl i ght that because that's the role of this process is
identify concerns, identify neasures to mtigate those
concerns. And we will do that.

The fourth and | ast kind of unique point

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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that | want to highlight for this commttee in ny opening
is this map, which is a little busy.

This is Pinal Central substation. You wll
see this in M. Agner's presentation, but | wanted to
preview it for you. Pinal Central, as this Cormittee,
many of these Conmittee nenbers may be aware, was
approved, | believe it was in case 120 or case 126.

SRP was the project applicant on behal f of
a nunber of Arizona entities in order to bring regional
transm ssion fromthe Palo Verde area all the way from
the west, south to this area, at the tinme this was called
the Pinal South substation, and then up to the north and
east to interconnect with the rest of SRP's system

So in effect conpleting an extra-high
vol tage loop, if you will, around the Phoeni x
nmetropol i tan area.

That substation is a regional asset for the
state of Arizona. Wat you have shown in this map are
all of the lines that interconnect and wll interconnect
at that switchyard substation

So on the left, you have SRP Duke Pi nal
Central, and the SRP Desert Basin Pinal Central |ines.
Those are a 500 and 230kV |ine on double circuit
structures that interconnect into Pinal Central fromthe
west. And then again on double circuit structures they

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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head out to the east to Randol ph and Browni ng.

O her existing lines in the area include
exi sting WAPA ED2 |ines. These are 115kV voltage. They
actually do not currently interconnect at Pinal
substation, but it is nmy understandi ng that WAPA does
have future plans to interconnect those. They have
exi sting WAPA ED2 substation, which predated Pinal
Central. That substation has been in existence for quite
sonme tinme.

In addition to WAPA's infrastructure and
Pinal Central to the left, you see a coupl e dashed |ines.
One is for the APS-Sundance-Pinal Central line. This
project, believe it or not, was sited 15 years ago, nmaybe
nor e.

| was sitting in Ms. Noe's seat when we
sited that project. But it is -- APS has inforned us
that that project is noving forward with an esti mted
I n-service date | believe of 2025. But the w tnesses
w |l address that. So you have that project comng in.

As well as the project that you recently
approved, Eleven Mle Solar. And if we take the tour,
you will see the rapid construction of Eleven MIle Sol ar
i ncluding their substation which is |ocated just south of
the fairgrounds in the area that's being highlighted on
t he nmap.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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To the east of this area, you have
Next Era's Pinal Central Energy Center M. Petry's
hi ghli ghting the solar array and then the
i nterconnection, and its substation is |ocated adjacent
to the east of Pinal Central

That project was approved by the Commttee
| believe in case 174 -- or 2 -- 1'|l|l get that nunber
correct. TEP Pinal Central to Tortolita is an existing
500kV line that interconnects at that substation, and
then fromthere it ultimately heads south towards
Tortalita to interconnect into TEP's system

And then the final one that you have t hat
you see highlighted there are the two AC |lines associ at ed
wth line 1 of the SunZi a project. So, renenber,
SunZia's a DCline that will convert to an ACline to
i nterconnect at Pinal Central.

So why do I nention all of that? CQur
testinony will show that the Pinal Central substation in
this location has been | ong designated by the state of
Arizona as an inportant |ocation for electrical
infrastructure. And it is an inportant resource for the
state of Arizona that we utilize it fully.

To that point, this project does have a
conpl eted system i npact study prepared by Salt River
Project, which not surprisingly in ny |ayperson's view

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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shows no inpacts to the regional system by the

i nterconnection of the project because, again, it's

i nterconnecting at a regional sw tchyard substation that
is designed for that specific purpose.

So with that, I'll do what | normally do is
kind of orient you. W have our application. | hope
there's a handful of copies of the application itself
circul ating.

We al so have place mats for this hearing in
front of each and every of you. It shows, on one side
you'll see the corridor map that we are requesting al ong
wth existing land uses in the area. These maps are the
best that we could do, but understand this is a rapidly
devel oping area with electrical infrastructure.

On the other side is the map show ng future
| and use. You can see by the orientation it even shows
the AES project, which | didn't even nention, further
south outside of the project study area.

We have an exhibit binder with exhibits,
our nunber, 20 exhibits that we wll present testinony in
support of throughout. W have a handful of copies -- 19
at this tine, exhibits. And there are sone hard copies
of that as well as the copies available for you
el ectronically.

So wth that, that conclude the remarks |

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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wanted to nake at the opening. Cbviously if there are
guestions that the Commttee has based on ny opening that
you want to nake sure we address as part of our direct
case, please let us know, we will do so. And otherw se
we're prepared to nove forward with our direct case.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you,
M. Acken. And you'll be calling all your w tnesses as
one panel ?

MR, ACKEN. We wil |

CHW STAFFORD: Then let's get them sworn

Ms. DeSpain, would you prefer an oath or
affirmation?

M5. DESPAIN:  Affirmation.

(Ms. DeSpain was affirnmed by Chairman
Stafford.)

CHW STAFFORD: M. Petry, oath or
affirmation?

MR, PETRY: Affirmation, please.

(M. Petry was affirmed by Chairnan

Stafford.)
And M. Agner, oath or affirnation?
MR. AGNER: Affirmation, please.
(M. Agner was affirmed by Chairnman
Stafford.)
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHW STAFFORD: M. Acken, please proceed.
MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, Chairman.

KATI E DESPAIN, DEVI N PETRY, and CCLI N AGNER
call ed as witnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
havi ng been previously affirmed or sworn by the Chairman
to speak the truth and nothing but the truth, were

exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR ACKEN

Q Ms. DeSpain, if you would please, state your
name and busi ness address for the record?

A (Ms. DeSpain) M nane is Katie DeSpain. M
busi ness address is One South Wacker Drive, Suite 1800,
Chicago, Illinois 60606.

Q By whom are you enpl oyed and in what capacity?

A (Ms. DeSpain) |'menployed by Invenergy as an
associ ate of renewabl e devel opnment. For this project I
serve as the project devel oper for the SunDog Sol ar 230kV
generation tie-line project, which we'll referring to as
"the project.”

Q Next descri be your educational and professiona
backgr ound.

A (Ms. DeSpain) | graduated from Rice University,
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Houston, Texas with a bachelor's of science in civil and
envi ronnental engineering. | also hold a certificate in
engi neering | eadership, and al so served as the president
of Rice University's rocketry team

And ny professional background, |'ve been with
I nvenergy. | am an associ ate of renewabl e devel opnent
where | oversee nultiple solar energy storage projects in
the state of Arizona. |'mresponsible for nmy projects
fromconception up until start of construction including
things like permtting, |and acquisition, and
envi ronnent al and engi neeri ng studies.

Q And what topics will you cover today in your

testi nony?

A (Ms. DeSpain) 1'll be providing an overvi ew of
the applicant. 1'll describe the project, the purpose
and need for the project, I'll be describing the proposed

route corridor and right-of-way for the project. And
"1l be describing our public and stakehol der
envi ronment .

Q Thank you.

M. Petry, sane |ine of questioning for you.

State your name and busi ness address, please.

A (M. Petry) Sure. M nane is Devin Petry. MW
busi ness address is 20 East Thomas Road, Suite 1700,
that's in Phoenix, Arizona 85012.
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Q And next descri be your professional and
educat i onal background.

A (M. Petry) Sure. | received a bachelor of
arts degree in geography the University of Arizona. | am
a senior environmental planner and strategic growh
director with SWCA Environnental Resources, based here in
Phoeni x. | have 16 years of experience wth consulting
wor k and npbst of that has been doing facility siting
studies and permtting here in the southwest.

Q And descri be your prior testinony before the
Comm ttee?

A (M. Petry) Sure. | have appeared before this
Committee in 10 prior cases.

Q Most of the Committee by this tinme is famliar
with SWCA, but for the conpl eteness of the record and for
nmenbers who nmay not be as famliar, who is SWCA?

A (M. Petry) W are -- SWCA is a national
envi ronnental consulting conpany. W' re based out of
Phoeni x, Arizona, but, again, operate nationally.

We provide conprehensive environnmental planning,
permtting, siting, regulatory conpliance and natural and
cultural resources consulting support. And, again, based
here in Arizona. Been here in Arizona for over 40 years,
and nati onal presence.

Q And what was SWCA's role with respect to this
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project and the CEC application prepared in support of
it?

A (M. Petry) SWCA was retained by the applicant,
SunDog Energy Center, to assist with the public
i nvol venent activities, develop and conplete the
application for a CEC as well as undertake the
envi ronnental resource studi es that supported that
application. | served as the project nmanager for SWCA,
assi sted by ny coll eague, M. Colin Agner.

Q And how specifically did SWCA assist the
appl i cant with devel oping the application material ?

A (M. Petry) W assisted by collecting the
envi ronnental data, conpleting the resource studies,
supported the application, as well as the public outreach
pr ocess.

We helped with the public outreach process and
all of that information is contained in Exhibits A
through J of the CEC application. And I and M. Agner
personal |y coordi nated these exhibits and efforts and
oversaw the conpil ation of that information.

Q What topics will you cover in your testinony?

A (M. Petry) The purpose of my direct testinony
today is to provide the siting comnmttee with information
on a few aspects of the application itself, the project
overal | .
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Those include specifically scenic areas,
hi storic sites and structures and archeol ogical sites, as
included in the application Exhibit E. Al so noise and
interference which is included in Exhibit |, and then
will provide the Coormittee with a presentation of the
project's virtual tour.

Q Thank you, M. Petry.

Turning nowto M. Agner. State your nanme and
busi ness address.

A (M. Agner) Sure. M nanme is COLIN AGNER, and
nmy busi ness address is 343 West Franklin Street, Tucson,
Arizona 85701.

Q And who is your enployer and in what capacity
are you enpl oyed?

A (M. Agner) | am an environnental planner and
proj ect manager at SWCA Environnental Consultants. And
as M. Petry just testified to, | was the assistant
proj ect manager for this case.

Q Next descri be your professional and educationa
backgr ound.

A (M. Agner) | received a bachelor of science
degree from Westm nster Coll ege in New W I m ngton,
Pennsyl vania, and | al so received a master of science
degree in planning fromthe University of Arizona.

| "' man environnental planner and project manager
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at SWCA Environnental Consultants, and have 12 years of
experience in environnental surveys, environnental
perm tting and pl anni ng.

Q And | see you al so have previous testinony
experience before this Coonmttee; is that correct?

A (M. Agner) Yes, | testified for this Commttee
in line siting case nunber 219.

Q What is the purpose of your testinony today?

A (M. Agner) The purpose of ny testinony is to
provide the siting conmttee with information on the
envi ronnent al studies conpleted in support of the
appl i cation, which include existing and planned | and
uses, which is application Exhibits A and B; bi ol ogi cal
resources, which is application Exhibit C and D
recreation purposes and aspects, which is application
Exhi bit F; and existing plans, which is application
Exhi bit H

Q Thank you all for the intro. W're going to
start off with a discussion of the applicant.

So for that, Ms. DeSpain, provide sone
background about both the specific applicant, which is
SunDog Energy Center, LLC, as well as its affiliate
| nvenergy, LLC?

A (Ms. DeSpain) SunDog Energy Center, LLCis an
affiliate of Invenergy, LLC. Invenergy is the world's
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| eading privately held clean energy conpany.

Qur core busi ness focuses on devel opi hg, owni ng
and operating wind, solar, and battery energy storage
facilities. |Invenergy has been around for over 20 years
and has devel oped over 30 gigawatts of capacity.

One project I'll point out on slide R 7, is the
Sanson Sol ar Energy Center, highlighted in yellow, which
is being constructed in Texas and is one of the |argest
solar facilities in the United States.

| nvenergy is an American-|ed, American-managed
conpany based in Chicago, Illinois, with regional offices
and enpl oyees throughout the United States and
internationally, including full-tinme enployees right here
in Arizona.

Q In addition to the Sanson Sol ar project,
descri be I nvenergy's experience with other solar and
st orage projects.

A (Ms. DeSpain) Invenergy has extensive
experience wth solar and battery energy storage
projects. On slide L-8 you can see our sol ar experience,
whi ch includes 27 projects currently in operation and an
addi tional 25 either contracted or under construction.

Simlarly, for battery energy storage, there are
17 projects in operation with an additional four either
contracted or under construction.
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One ot her notabl e exanple of a sol ar project
that Invenergy is developing is the Yuma Sol ar Energy

Center, which is currently being constructed in Yuma

County, Arizona. |It's a 70-nmegawatt sol ar and storage
project that will be operational this year, 2024.
Q In addition to the Yuma project, what other

proj ects does Invenergy have in Arizona?
A (Ms. DeSpain) Including the Yuna project,
I nvenergy has 12 projects in the state of Arizona that
are either in construction or operational. 11 battery
st orage projects, and one sol ar project.
We are proud to partner with Arizona Public
Service for all 12 of these projects. And in addition to
t hese we have other solar and storage projects that are
currently in earlier stages of devel opnent, such as the
SunDog Sol ar Energy Center.
Al'l of the projects that | have |isted are shown
on the right on slide R9, and are located in Yuna or
Mari copa counties while SunDog Energy Center is |ocated
in Pinal County.
Q G ven Invenergy's presence in Arizona, how does
I nvenergy give back to the | ocal comrunity?
A (Ms. DeSpain) Invenergy contributes positively
to the communities where we work in a nunber of different
ways. First of all, we provide support for first
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responders. So an exanple of this was our donation to
support the Sun Gty fire departnent at the El Sol --
associated with the El Sol battery energy storage
facility.

And we al so provided training for Sun Gty fire
departnent staff on battery energy safety. Pictures from
those events are on the left-hand side of slide R 10. In
addition to this we al so provide support in contributions
to local inmportant events in our communities, include
sponsoring the Pinal County Fair small stock show, and
sponsoring the United Way of Pinal County golf
tournanment. Pictures fromthe Pinal County Fair are
shown in the mddle picture and on the upper right-hand
side of slide R-10.

And finally we are al so nmenbers and invol ved
wi th | ocal organizations such as the Pinal Partnershinp,
VWESTMARC, United Way of Pinal County, and the Cooli dge
Chanber of Commrerce.

Q Thank you. Now we're going to start tal king
about the project facilities at issue here. But before
we dive into the transm ssion line, take a nonent and
describe for the Conmttee the nonjurisdictional solar
and battery project that the transmssion line wl|l
I nterconnect to the regional grid.

A (Ms. DeSpain) Yes. The SunDog Energy Center
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Is the nonjurisdictional solar facility. It is

200 negawatts of solar and 200 negawatts of battery

energy storage, and we'll be referring to as "The sol ar
facility." It is also conposed of an on-site substation
and related facilities. It is projected to be

operational by 2026.

Q Next, provide a high-level overview of the
transm ssion line itself.

A (Ms. DeSpain) The generation tie-line is a
1.7-mle, 230kV alternating current generation intertie
transmssion line. It will deliver power fromthe
adj acent solar facility to Pinal Central substation which
Is operated by Salt River Project.

Q Wiy is this project needed and what purpose does
it serve?

A (Ms. DeSpain) This project is needed to connect
the solar facility to the regional electrical
transm ssion grid via Pinal Central substation for use by
el ectric custoners.

The purpose of the CEC application is to secure
approval of the generation tie-line project.

We al so know that this project is needed because
Arizona is in need of nore renewabl e resources on
Arizona's grid, and this is confirned by statenents nade
by SRP and APS.
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For exanple, on slide L-13, we can see from
SRP's 2023 integrated system plan that they are preparing
to add 7,000 negawatts of new renewabl e resources
i ncl udi ng 6,000 negawatts of new | arge-scal e sol ar
resources of which this project is one, by 2035.

Simlarly, APS projects a growth of
3,400 negawatts of capacity needs or nearly 230 negawatts
annual |y by 2038.

These needs are also reflected in slide R 13
whi ch shows a graphic prepared by SRP that shows that
today's energy mx is only a small percentage of
renewabl es, but their plan for the year 2035 antici pates
supplying the majority of their energy through renewabl e
resour ces.

Simlarly, APS s table provided at the right,
excuse nme, shows that sources of energy growth are | arge
and i nclude new data centers, |arge manufacturing and
Industrial facilities and electrical vehicles.

To conclude, SRP al so says that they wll need
to double or triple their power resource capacity in the
next decade to achieve these goals. W believe that this
project is a valuable asset to help Arizona utilities
neet these goals, and it is also located in an ideal
| ocation next to the Pinal Central substation to m nimze
gen-tie | ength.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 229 VOLUME | 02/05/2024 31

Q Next, talk about the structures that will be
used. W nentioned the solar battery project, we tal ked
about generally about the transm ssion |ine, but what
will the structures | ook |ike?

A (Ms. DeSpain) The structures for this project
w || be constructed using gal vani zed or weat hered st eel
or wood nonopole or nulti-pole structures. They w |
be -- they will have at |east 25 feet of ground
cl earance, and the aboveground height will be 70 to
90 feet. The structures will be placed 600 to 700 feet
apart, and dead-end structures will be used at the
90-degree turns near Pinal Central substation.

The structures proposed are shown on slide R 14,
where the structures highlighted in the green box are
ones that will be used on the generation tie-line itself
with the other structure only being used in the
subst ati on area.

Q Thank you. Now, I'd like you to talk a little
nore about the route itself. | previewed it in ny
openi ng, but of course ny opening is not testinony; yours
iS.

So for the record, and so that we have this
testinmony in the record, would you walk the Commttee
t hrough the proposed route and the context of the area in
which it is | ocated?
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A (Ms. DeSpain) Yes, | can. So I'll be | ooking
at slide R-16. The line will start at the project
substation which is outlined in the orange box right
where ny cursor is. Fromthere it will be routed about
six tenths of a mle east before naking a 90-degree turn
and being routed four tenths of a mle south.

At this point it continues to parallel the
exi sting 230kV and 500kV transm ssion lines that are
already there. It will follow those transm ssion |ines
across the Pinal County fairgrounds before joggi ng down
and into the Pinal Central substation which we can see in
the red box.

Q Thank you for nentioning the existing
transm ssion |line |ocated in the area, because | did not
do that in ny opening. So the corridor, you said it runs
parallel in places to existing transm ssion lines. Could
you descri be those for the Commttee? If you could go
back to the prior slide.

A (Ms. DeSpain) Describe the --

Q The 500 -- I"'msorry, the 500 and 230kV
transm ssion |ine that crosses the Pinal Count
fairgrounds where you will parallel it?

A (Ms. DeSpain) Yes. So we've designed the
corridor to be variable width, and we're | ooking to site
it in proximty to the existing transm ssion |ines
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wher ever possi bl e.

The red and orange are both part of the sane
pol e structure that crosses east to west through the
fairgrounds, and we will be attenpting to parallel that
as nmuch as we can w thout entering SRP' s existing
easenent .

Q Thank you very much. And sorry for that
digression. Now l'd |like you to tal k about the
right-of-way and that variable-width corridor and the
opportunities that the corridor provides.

A (Ms. DeSpain) Yes. So our corridor is a
variable wdth to allow for maximum flexibility from both
| andowners and nearby operating utilities which M. Acken
descri bed earlier.

An exanple of this is in this area here where we
have a wi der corridor contenplated to allow for maxi mum
flexibility and coordi nation with Pinal County through
t he fairgrounds.

These details are still being coordinated with
Pi nal County, but we wanted to allow for nmaxi num
flexibility in those areas. The corridor itself spans
from 100 to 600 feet, depending on the area, and the
right-of-way will be sited within that corridor to a
maxi nrum w dt h of 100 feet.

As Bert nmentioned in the opening, | wanted to
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call attention to the blue portion of the corridor here
runni ng south and east, which was established pursuant to
Condition 24 in CEC case nunber 212.
As M. Acken described, this was the Eleven Ml e
Sol ar case where we intervened with the request that
Orsted work with us in good faith to allow an easenent
over their solar property. W were able to successfully
work with Orsted to negoti ate that easenent, and now have
I ncorporated that easenent into our final corridor today.
| also wanted to call brief attention to a

newspaper article that we know was published that shows
an inconplete map m ssing the | egend that has caused
confusion. W wanted to clarify on the record that this
is the only route that has ever been publicly proposed
for this project. There were no alternate routes
cont enpl at ed.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairman?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: Question for Ms. DeSpain.

"' m | ooking at your route, and |I'm | ooki ng
at a possible alternative, but, again, |I'mnot an
engi neer. \When you | eave your first facility and you
go up there, and you go due east to connect with an
exi sting transm ssion |ine, okay.

Now go back to the starting point. Wat
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happens if you go straight due south, keep going south
now, and connect with that existing transm ssion |ine?

Way not just go -- why did you choose to go
east and then -- I'"'msorry -- why did you choose to go
east and then south instead of south and then east around
the residential areas.

M5. DESPAIN: Yes. So we can see fromthe
map that the property with the diagonal hashmarks is part
of our solar facility.

MEMBER GOLD: So you own that already.

M5. DESPAIN. W are leasing that fromthe
| andowner, yes. But once we cross Laughlin Road, that
t hen becones Orsted's property where their Eleven Mle
solar center is currently being built. And so --

MEMBER GOLD: Wait. Let's stop. You don't
have to go down that far. |If you just go down to the
sout hern boundary, the southeastern boundary of your
project, there's already a transm ssion |ine going
east/west if | understand it fromthis map.

M5. DESPAIN: Yes, so that --

MEMBER GOLD: That way you would sinply
have a transm ssion |line along your solar farm and then
you woul d neet an existing line, so you wouldn't be
throw ng up extra transm ssion |lines where they don't
exi st now.
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M5. DESPAIN. So that existing line is
owned by SRP, and they have their own easenent. W did
ask SRP about sharing facilities or sharing their
easenent in coordination with themfor this gen-tie line,
and their response is that they were not able to all ow us
to share any of their lines or share any of their
easenents in that area.

The reason they cited was to keep room open
for their future growh. So SRP was reserving that area
for future line devel opnent, for |ines being devel oped by
them so we were not allowed to share their easenent.

In the area that shows our route
parall eling those existing lines, that would still be our
separate easenent. They're not allowng us to share
their easenment in that area either. So we're having to
get new easenents for this |line.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: To clarify, you were able
to get easenents in the area where you are running
parallel to the existing 500 and 230kV |ines, but you
coul d not get easenents to the west of that in the area
that M. Gold was tal king about?

M5. DESPAIN. So I'll -- I'"Il -- yes, let
me clarify. So taking us from our project substation
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over this -- this parcel here, we have a purchase option
on that parcel so we're able to develop facilities there.

Goi ng south and east in this blue area
along, this is the Orsted property, so we have a
100- f oot -wi de easenment through there. That is where it
starts to parallel the existing transm ssion |ines.

Once we swtch fromthe blue color back to
the tan color, this is now not -- no | onger owned by
Osted. This is part of the Pinal County fairgrounds and
that easenent is still under negotiations with the Pinal
County fairgrounds at this tine.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | understand that. |'m
curious about the route that was proposed by Menber ol d,
whi ch possibility of going south to, what is that,
Laughlin Road and then across. You would have -- you
woul d have to obtain easenents fromthe properties that
are on the north side of Laughlin Road and could not do
t hat ?

M5. DESPAIN. We would have either had to
obtain an easenent through this -- this was a nunber of
parcel s, nore of a residential devel opnent right here.

O we would have had to obtain an easenent on the south
side of this existing transm ssion line, and this is
through Osted's facility.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Orsted -- excuse ne. |
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didn't nean to interrupt you, but Osted is another solar
facility?

M5. DESPAIN:  Yes. They are the sane sol ar
conpany that owns the piece in blue here. So this piece
in blue was the easenent that we were able to get, and
the -- our ability to obtain easenents has inforned our
rout e.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And they would not give you
an easenent al ong Laughlin Road.

M5. DESPAIN. | don't recall the specifics
of our conversation. | could -- | could try to --

CHW STAFFORD: My under st andi ng was t hat
al ong Laughlin Road, that's the easenent that SRP has for
t heir 500kV Ili ne.

M5. DESPAIN. So, so we've have to go
around that and then protrude further into their sol ar
facility, which is now under construction.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. SO --

MEMBER LI TTLE: There's a | ot of room on
either side of that -- of Laughlin Road.

CHWN STAFFORD: But south of Laughlin Road,
are you telling nme that's a devel opnent from O sted,
they're building a solar field south of Laughlin Road;
correct?

M5. DESPAIN: That's correct.
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one to the east of the blue vertica

But they gave them an easenent there.

whet her or not -- |
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So --

Chai rman, just --

But they're al so building
line there, too.

"' mjust curious

guess the question is did you attenpt

to talk to them about the possibility of getting an

easenent al ong Laughlin Road east/west on the west side

of --
MS. DESPAIN: |
MEMBER LI TTLE:
MS. DESPAIN: |

for those negotiations, but |

can follow up on that.
Pl ease do.
was not the primary contact

can get that information.

| can do ny best to get that for you.

CHWN STAFFORD:
a question?

MEMBER RI CHI NS:
wanted to confirmthat --
al ong that --
north of that nei ghborhood,
honmeowner s.
honmeowners on that route.

So it doesn't
north of there,

are in that area. So --
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really get you anywhere to go

have honmeowner s t hat

and SRP is bl ocking you to the
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south. Is that -- am | understanding that right?

M5. DESPAIN: That's correct.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairmn?

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes, Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: But there were already poles
on that road. If you -- what's the nane of the road
agai n?

CHW STAFFORD:. Laughli n.

MEMBER GOLD: Laughlin Road? You already
have transm ssion lines on that road extending from off
the map on the west to where it connects to your bl ue
line that runs east/west. There were already power |ines
t here.

So the only hones that you would be
affecting woul d be the ones north/south next to the sol ar
field as opposed to the ones north/south where your
present line is going.

It would seemthat it would be a lot |ess
intrusive to push to do it on the south on that road. Do
you have any -- where's your docunentation or sonething
that you have attenpted to do that? And why is it being
refused? | nean, it's not your conpany that's refusing
it, but why are they refusing it? |'mjust curious.

They want to build sonmething else but you got plenty of
| and to build sonething el se on.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yeah. Menber Gold, |
beli eve that was what she was going to follow up with and
t hen have anot her answer because ny understandi ng was
t hat al ong Laughlin Road, that easenent is controlled by
SRP, and that they -- she was going to follow up and find
out what discussions there were with SRP to potentially
pl ace the line along -- parallel to Laughlin Road at the
sout hern end of that community. And then she was goi ng
to follow up with that after we take a break, | believe.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairman, a question for
you, then, because | don't know this answer. Wo
actually controls what |lines are granted and what |ines
aren't granted?

MEMBER RI CHI NS: You do.

MEMBER GOLD: We grant the lines to SRP?

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes, | think -- a CECis a
necessary condition to build the line, but it is not
sufficient. |It's going to take approval fromthe county
and what ever other | andowners are involved in addition to
a CECfromthis Commttee and ultimately the Conm ssion.

MEMBER GOLD: So if the existing line
al ready was approved apparently with our approval and
everybody el se who approved it, can we now say exert
pressure on that other conpany to allow this conpany to
use that line?
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CHW STAFFORD: Well, we could certainly
I ssue a CEC that would authorize themto build it there.
Whet her they would be able to ultimately do so or not
woul d be up to county, the | andowner and whoever el se
controls the easenent to -- for the existing line.

MEMBER GOLD: Okay.

CHW STAFFORD: Is that -- is that -- ny
under st andi ng correct, does that gel with what you
under stand, M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN. Yes, M. Chairman. Thank you,
and try to be mndful of my role and your role in
advising the Commttee. But, yes, we wll provide
additional clarification on this point.

But you have -- there's multiple factors
that go into siting a line. The CEC is one. Devel opers
i ke Invenergy unlike SRP don't have condemmati on
authority; right? So we have to work with willing

| andowners.

And so what Ms. DeSpain was testifying, and

we'll clarify and follow up, is in order to get an
easenent south of the existing SRP |ines, we would need
both the authority of SRP and Orsted, neither of which
has gi ven us authority.

Orsted pursuant to that condition gave us
authority for the area shown in blue. SRP has not given
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authority to use that line. And as | nentioned in ny
openi ng, you also have APS with a certificate of corridor
in that exact sane area.

So there's a lot going on in that area
beyond what you see today. And so | know it sounds
appealing, but it's -- it may -- well, I wll tell you
that it's not -- it's not for lack of effort on this team
trying to do that. But there are sone real limtations
and restrictions. And we'll provide additional details
on what those are.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yeah, because ny
understanding, | believe | heard Ms. DeSpain say earlier
that one of the reasons SRP was unwilling to give you a
shared easenent with you al ong Laughlin Road where it has
an existing 500vK line, it has additional transm ssion
planning that itself -- for itself in that area.

So it sounds to ne like they intend to do
sonething with their own in that spot and put their own
line there, in addition to what they already have, and
that's why they don't want to share it wth sonebody
else. | mean, that's kind of the CiffsNotes version
what |'ve heard in testinony.

Can you please clarify that ny
understanding is correct, M. DeSpain?

M5. DESPAIN: Yes, that's correct. Wen we
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reached out to them about using or sharing their easenent
on the fairgrounds parcel specifically, they provided
this response: "SRP is not willing to all ow another
entity to attach to our transition poles or towers or
occupy the easenent on this parcel. W need to naintain
all of our options for SRP's future growth needs."”

CHW STAFFORD: Al right. W need to get
that as an exhibit potentially, M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN. Yes, we will do that.

And the other thing I want to address again
is the APS certified corridor that's in this area. And
again, that predates -- that may predate the SRP |line
through there. So there are a lot of prior projects that
the Commttee approved. They can't all be built in the
same | ocati on.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

M. Chai rman?

MEMBER RICHINS: Oh, |I'msorry.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have one further question
about possible routes. Did you pursue going north out of
the substation to, what is it, 3877

MS. DESPAIN.  287. Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: 287. | get them m xed up.
And then going directly east, continue further east and
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t hen going south fromthere?

M5. DESPAIN: Yes. So we |ooked at
mul ti ple possible routes. |If we had paralleled
H ghway 287 straight east, these are three properties
lined up here, we woul d need to have secured easenents
through all three, and we did not -- we were not able to
negoti ate those successfully.

CHW STAFFORD: Wio are those | andowners?

M5. DESPAIN: | don't have the nanmes off
the top of ny head. Orsted is one of them because they
own up to about here. And then it's subdivided again
into these two snaller parcels, one person is operating a
hay barn out of one of those areas, and then there's
another facility. These are both associated with the old
El even M1l e gin which has since been split apart.

We al so | ooked at running through the
H ghway 287 right-of-way. W had questions fromthe
county about that, and we determ ned that that
ri ght-of-way was not w de enough to accommodate a 230kV
l'i ne.

Once you hit the corner of Hi ghway 287 and
El even M| e Corner Road running south, this | andowner,

this farmis a farmowned by the Caywood fam |y and they

have it in place as a -- as a exhibition farm a training
farm and they were unwilling to negotiate with us for an
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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easenent on that property.

And then if we had cone on the other side
of Eleven Mle Corner Road, this is all the fairgrounds
property -- well, fromhere to here is all the
fairgrounds property, and if we had tried to route an
easenent along the frontage of Eleven Ml e Corner Road,
that we believed would be nore intrusive, because we
woul d have been running in front of the existing
bui | di ngs and we woul d not have been paralleling the
existing lines that are already in place.

So we did evaluate a nunber of options.

One nore thing I will call out on the
routing is that SRP determ ned that our point of change
of ownership needed to be in this corner, so we were
given that as direction as well. W could only cone in

fromthis corner, so, you know, routes that contenpl ated

comng in fromthe south or comng in fromthe north over

here sonmewhere woul d not been acceptabl e because of that

restriction by SRP.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Menber Richins,

did you have a question?

MEMBER RI CHI NS: Yeah. | was curious as to

can you confirmwhy the intertie is |located where it is
for your project?
MS. DESPAIN.  Sorry. |'mnot sure |
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under stand t he questi on.

MEMBER RICHINS: So the gray box at the
very end of your Iine.

MS. DESPAIN:  Yes. Yes.

MEMBER RICHINS: Right here, can you just
confirmwhy you're |ocated there? Because you have a
pretty big project with a pretty good footprint. So
just -- just talk about the thinking of why you're in
t hat spot.

M5. DESPAIN: W set our project substation
generally to mnimze the length of a generation
tie-line. So this corner of our project would mnimze
that length and allow us to be -- to have the shortest
path to Pinal Central than if we had located it on the
ot her side of the project. So we have our project
substation and the battery energy storage facilities
| ocated in that area as well to maxi m ze efficiency.

MEMBER RICHI NS: So, Chairman, follow up.

So confirmng that you're there because
that's the shortest route? Wre there --

CHW STAFFORD: She answered the question.

| thought | saw her nod her head, but we need to get your

responses --
MS. DESPAI N Yes.
CHW STAFFORD:. -- orally on the record.
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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O herwi se the court reporter can't catch it.

M5. DESPAIN:  Yes. | understand. Yes.

MEMBER RICHINS: Yeah so -- so it was the
shortest | ocation, but there -- there are |likely other
pl aces on your property that intertie could be -- you
just, you were going for the cheapest route, the | east
expensive, path of |east resistance is why you're there.

M5. DESPAIN.  Yeah, so we | ook for, you
know, this is just a general siting practice for
facilities is that we try to place the project substation
so that our high-voltage transmssion line will be the
shortest length it can, so, yes.

MEMBER RICHINS: Are there other |ocations
on your property where the intertie could be |ocated
efficiently?

M5. DESPAIN.  Qur current design only
contenplates this location. | haven't heard any
di scussi on about other potential locations for it. This
I's, you know, this is essentially the lower -- we -- we
can't -- | don't know if these place mats can show --
they don't show the full sol ar area.

But it really extends up this way nostly.
So it's up and across. And so this corner of the project
| ogi cally makes the npbst sense for our project substation
to be.
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MEMBER RICHI NS: But given an exploration
of alternative interties, other routes could be expl ored.
Because it seens like we're in a pretty tight box here
with this gen -- with the intertie | ocated where you're
putting it. So I'mjust curious, is that if we were to
expl ore other locations for that on that property, if
that opens up the -- out of this -- it's extrenely tight,
and | don't know that you could put a transm ssion |ine
anywhere el se than where you're siting it for that
| ocati on.

M5. DESPAIN. Right.

MEMBER RICHINS: So | just wanted to
confirmthat.

M5. DESPAIN. Yes. In ny opinion | don't
think that siting it somewhere el se woul d reduce the
issues. | think if you sited it sonewhere else within
our property, you would just -- you would be bringing the
gen-tie line through and across the solar facility and
then we woul d end up right back here because of the
restrictions | was tal king about, you know, between the
public right-of-ways and | andowners that are not
interested in granting us easenents and because of the
angl e we need to approach it from

If we routed it farther away, we could run
nore of the gen-tie through the solar facility up until

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

49



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 229 VOLUME | 02/05/2024

this area, and then in nmy opinion it seens |ike we woul d
need to foll ow the sane path.

MEMBER RI CHINS: Okay. That's -- yeah, |
just wanted to confirmthat. | nean, | was curious about
that blue -- the 212 CEC that -- that granted that,
what's to carry on north up there, if you were to go
north and then over to the west to your property? | --
| -- because |I'mnot sure what goes beyond there as the

worl d of possibility exists.

M5. DESPAIN. North of here is not owned by

Osted. | don't know if anyone knows who owns that
parcel. | don't off the top of ny head. | believe it's
anot her private |andowner. And then, let's see, on the
ot her side --

MEMBER RICHINS: Alligator Farns
Properties, limted liability conpany is north of 287.
You have an LLC that's unnaned, Sidew nder Farm ng
| ncorporated, then you get to the Hohokam Irrigation
District and then --

M5. DESPAIN. And then this property in
this corner is additionally part of the Orsted sol ar
facility, which is shown, yeah, in the crosshatch on the
pl ace mat. Uh- huh.

MEMBER RICHINS: Ckay. Thank you. Thank
you.
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MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: | have anot her question for
Ms. DeSpain. Assum ng you exhaust all options with SRP
and Orsted, which |I'm guessing you have al ready done; is
that correct? To get the easenent where you could go due
south and then turn east. Have you exhausted al
possibilities?

M5. DESPAIN: That's the information |'m
going to try to achieve at the break is go back in our
records and see if | have any witten record of exactly
what the negotiations were.

MEMBER GOLD: So if you -- let's assune
that you have that option. | think it would be
preferable to the locals and | ess poles and wires for the
residents to see that would be the preference.

But there's another option. \What about
going in the north, your east/west corridor in the north
goi ng due east, that area right nowis pristine. Wat if
you were to run your |ines underground? What would the
cost of that be to appease the |ocal s?

M5. DESPAIN:  Running our |ines underground

MEMBER GOLD: Yeah, so they don't have to
see poles. You're going six tenths of a mle instead of
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runni ng them on poles, run them underground.

M5. DESPAIN:  Running large transm ssion
lines Iike this underground usually is cost prohibitive
In these scenarios because it would cost so nuch nore
t han runni ng t hem aboveground.

MEMBER GOLD: Wl l, perhaps there's a way
where you could regain that cost. You know, the |ocals
property value, | guess they are believing will decrease
if you have phone lines -- you know, telephone pole
i nes, phone |ines, whatever else |lines you have, they're
wires blocking their viewto the north, their property
val ues are goi ng down.

|s there a way you could negotiate with the
honmeowners to say, "Hey, look, it will cost us this nuch
extra, would you be willing to go for a portion of it if
we agree to go for a portion of it?" Have you pursued
t hat option?

M5. DESPAIN.  Sorry. M. Acken, were you

goi ng to say sonet hi ng?

MR, ACKEN:. | think the testinony, and
Ms. DeSpain can confirmcertainly was in ny opening. It
will be in her testinony.

The di scussions wi th nei ghboring | andowners
have been very brief. | can't nake a nei ghbor speak with
us. And so as nuch as we mght like to talk to them
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about potential opportunities, if they're not wwlling to

speak with us, there's nothing really we can do.

| know they're here. | know they're
prepared to provide public coment. |'mvery curious to
see to that end what they m ght be -- have interest in

doing as it relates to mtigation.

Remenber this Conmttee's job is to
eval uate projects, the environnental conpatibility
t hereof and i npose reasonabl e conditions. And how can
we -- it's very difficult to identify reasonable
conditions without the input of a party who clains to be
af f ect ed.

And | put that in question because | think
| don't want there to be an assunption that's not
supported by evidence in this record that there is any
property value inpact. That is an assunption. W wll
provide testinony -- will be prepared to provide
testinony on that fact.

But, again, this process exists and has

exi sted since before | was born to provide an opportunity

for people who have concerns to cone in, identify
reasonabl e measures to address their concerns. They
don't do that, we're limted. Qur hands are sonewhat
tied.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairman?
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CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: You said those people were
here. Perhaps during the break you can begin sone type
of discussion with them if they don't wish to have a
di scussion with you, then we have no choice but to go
al ong with the options you gave us.

MR. ACKEN: Under st ood.

MEMBER GOLD: So | woul d suggest that that
opti on be taken.

MEMBER RI CHINS: Chairman --

MR. ACKEN. Duly noted. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Richins.

MEMBER RICHINS: | would |ike to add
sonething for the record. It has been the tradition of
this Commttee to be very careful about how we eval uate
under gr oundi ng power | i nes.

We have to renenber that when we
underground a power line in a section here, that cost is
subsi di zed by everybody el se on that system everybody.
Not just the neighbors that are affected.

And it's the multiples of hundreds of
t housands of dollars, likely the undergroundi ng cost
woul d outstrip the entire property value of that
nei ghborhood. It's so prohibitively expensive.

But we have to renmenber that if we require
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SRP or APS or any of these conpanies to underground, that
cost is subsidized by everybody that would never have
seen that power line in the first place. So we all see
power lines that are part of the urban infrastructure.
They beconme so i nnocuous we probably don't even notice
them nost of the tine. But requiring undergrounding in
one place, | wll never ever, ever, ever, ever support
under groundi ng in one place and maki ng the rest of the
peopl e on that system bear the cost of that subsidy for
t hat honmeowner.

CHW STAFFORD: Ms. DeSpain, the northern
portion of the corridor that runs to the east |ooks |ike
you have a 500 -- 485-foot wdth for that section;
correct?

M5. DESPAIN: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. And so you could
potentially nove that |ine another 400 feet north of
where it is, the yellowline on that map is; correct?
And be within, say assunmng the CECis granted with this
route and this corridor, you would be able to place the
line a good 400 feet further away from exi sting hones;
correct?

M5. DESPAIN. Yes. So the -- the reason
that we have this wi der corridor here is to accommopdat e
any potential novenent north. That would be -- | don't
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want to say that we can nove it a specific nunber of feet
just because | want to make sure that we | ook at what

ot her easenents are on that property. | think there's an
easenent, you know, for the state hi ghway and maybe for a
distribution line at that north end, but other than those
exi sting easenents granted to other parties, we can nove

the line wthin that property, yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Gkay. Then ny suggestion
to you is another thing to | ook at during the break would
be to try to cone up with an estimate of how far north
you could nove that line within that corridor.

MS. DESPAI N Yes.

CHW STAFFORD:. Thank you. Menber ol d,
did you have anot her question?

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairman, yes.

| know the power |ines are going to be put
in place after existing housing. | also believe that
that will reduce property values. | nean, it has
everything |I've experienced in the past, and | know
peopl e who have had the power |ines buried, and Tucson
El ectric Power, which is specifically one I'mfamliar
with, had a price of how nmuch it costs to bury lines on
an area that was urban at the tine.

Now, this seens to be an open corridor of
500 feet or so where you could bury lines and not affect
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t he people's property values, which | believe will be
affected. So what I"'msaying is if the people are here
and you have an opportunity during the break, by al
neans speak with them discuss it.

|f they refuse to talk to you, then you do
what you have to do. But if they're willing to talk, if
there's a conprom se avail able that you can conme up wth,
pl ease | et us know what that conpronmi se is, you know,
after the break or sonetime during this hearing.

MS. DESPAIN. Understood. Thank you.

MEMBER GOLD: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Any ot her questions from
menber s?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: One further question. That
section that is north of the honmes there, that piece
right there, is that currently owned by your conpany or
| eased by your conpany?

M5. DESPAIN. It is currently under a
purchase option. So will be owned --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Coul d be?

M5. DESPAIN. -- at sone point. Yes.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairnman,
menbers of the Commttee. M colleague's been taking
rapid notes so that we can follow up on a nunber of itens
and we wll do so.

| have one nore question for Ms. DeSpain
and then we're going to switch to the virtual tour, so
maybe in the interest of time we can get that question in
and then take a break.

CHWN STAFFORD: You're reading ny mnd,
M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN. Al right. Thank you,

M. Chair man.
BY MR ACKEN

Q Ms. DeSpain, final question for you: \What are
the affected jurisdictions for this project?

A (Ms. DeSpain) The affected jurisdictions are
Pinal County and the city of Coolidge.

Q And that's shown on the slide of R 18?

A Yes, it is.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you. For the next
portion I'"mgoing to hand it over to Ms. Noe to do the
direct. After break it sounds |iKke.

CHWN STAFFCORD: All right. | think it is
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the good tine to take a break. Let's take a 15-m nute
recess. We stand in recess.

(Recess from2:17 p.m to 2:46 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record. M. Acken, do you have sone information for us
after the break?

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman, the short answer
is no. W did spend nost of the break consulting wth
t he nei ghbors who had expressed concerns, so | think we
had a productive initial discussion with them But as
far as an outcone, no, we do not have an outcone to
report there.

As far as the followup itens that we're
going to run to ground, we do have notes and | anticipate

sone of that's going to have to be run down with third

parties and we'll be in a better position as far as our
rebuttal case to address it. W certainly will at that
tinme.

But | wll say, and I'm happy to report and
| appreciate the neighbors for doing this. W did sit
down and we had sone initial discussions. You know,
we've got a ways to go, but we started those discussions
and we will continue to do so.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, the beginning of a
di alogue is a start, and when there's no dialogue there's
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not much room for progress until you start having
di scussi ons.

| had a quick question for you. | recal
duri ng your opening you had a slide, a map that showed
some of the other transm ssion projects in the region.
Coul d you please tell us where that is in the

presentation?

MR, ACKEN. | wll. | believe that wll be
covered in M. Agner's presentation. So we'll get to it
in the existing land use. It should be slide R --

MEMBER RI CHINS: Doesn't your place mat
show all your --

(I ndi scerni ble cross-tal k.)

CHW STAFFORD: Speak into the m crophone,
pl ease.

MR. ACKEN. It's R-40, so it will be in the
di scussion of existing | and use which is a bl omup of
Pinal Central, so yes, it's in your place mat and sone of
the general maps. But we've got that specific map with
all the various facilities |abeled, because we wanted to
zoomin and try and help make it a little bit clearer.
But that'll be part of M. Agner's testinony upcom ng.

CHW STAFFORD: Looks like it's on R-22 as
well. OCh, it's going to be SD-19 is the presentation
slides. Slide --
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MR, ACKEN:. Ckay. That shows it but,
again, that's kind of the overview map. The map that |
used to discuss Pinal Central has the labels that's R-40.
So that's the one, that's our best effort to zoomin and

illustrate all the infrastructure going in at Pinal

Central
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Pl ease proceed.
MR. ACKEN. Thank you. Again, for this
portion of our direct testinony, Ms. Noe will be handling
the direct.
BY MS. NOCE:

Q M. Petry. Are you ready with the virtual tour?
A (M. Petry) | am If | can get assistance from
Peaks. |'m ready.
Q Al right. Wth that, M. Petry is going to
take us through the virtual tour of this project.
A (M. Petry) Thank you. So I'll go ahead and
let this video start, and I'll pause it at the very
begi nning to just provide a quick overview of what you
w |l be seeing.
So I'm paused here at the very begi nning. |
want to provide you with a nice overview of the project
regi on.
| want to start by centering in on the Pinal
Central Station that's shown in red, red rectangul ar box
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in the center of the screen here at the Pinal Central
subst ati on.

This of course is the area where the project is
proposed to interconnect. And you can see extending to
the left or the west out of the Pinal Central substation
t he proposed corridor.

This is what we've seen previously with the
expanded corridor width as it extends across the Pinal
County fairgrounds and to the north.

And back off here for a nonent.

Where we are now in the very center you can see
a darker kind of grayish-black area. That is the El even
Mle Solar Center project. And that area extends not
only in the center of our screen where a portion of the
corridor was determ ned through case 212, but al so
further south and to the west of the project region here.

And you can see in this area, this black area,
El even Ml e Solar Center project area, where that solar
facility is actually under construction now south of the
existing residential area we were discussing previously.

And it is in the sane |ocation where the
exi sting SRP 500 and 230-kilovolt transm ssion |ines run
east to west.

"Il also illustrate, shine a |light here on the
proj ect substation itself. This is, again, where the
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project is proposed to connect fromand over to the east
and south and into the Pinal Central substation.

The last thing I'll point out here while we're
paused at the proposed SunDog Energy Center sol ar
facility itself. It is illustrated in the orange col ored
overlay up in the upper left or north and western
portions of the view you see now.

And fromhere, I'"'mgoing to let this play
forward. And what you'll be seeing is, again, an aerial
overvi ew perspective of the project region. And this
will include sone of the facilities that exist today as
well as the proposed project facilities inposed into the
regi on.

And we'll zoom around fromdifferent
perspectives and into a couple areas where we have
conpl eted visual sinulations for the project as well.

And | would invite the Conmttee, please, if you
have any questions at any point as we're going through
here, anything you'd |like to ask about or point out,
pl ease stop ne and we can pause and |'d be happy to
answer your questions.

So fromhere we'll zoomforward. W' re going to
see the | abels on the screen drop off and be replaced by
a legend in the upper right corner of the screen.

So this is where we zoomin at the Pinal Centra
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substation. You can see sone of that existing

transm ssion infrastructure at and around the substation
itself, including the Pinal Central energy center to the
upper right.

We're | ooking to the west now, zoonming in over
and above the Pinal Central substation, and this is the
portion where the project corridor would end. The
easternnost portion of the project corridor within the
Pi nal Central substation.

As we pan further to the west we'll see where
the ED-2 -- existing ED-2 substation is |ocated right
here south of the corridor. And you can see where the
proposed project structures thenselves identified al ong
this yellow line, the center portion of the corridor, we
cross Eleven M1le Corner Road and cross the existing 500
and 230-kilovolt transm ssion lines that exist today.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Petry, that dotted red
line, that is the existing 500kV |ine?

MR PETRY: Yes, the dotted red |ine and

dotted orange line are representative of the existing 500

and 230-kilovolt transm ssion lines that exist today.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Thank you. Pl ease

pr oceed.
MR. PETRY: Pause right here for a nonent
as well. You can see fromhere the Pinal County
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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fairgrounds. To the left or south of the corridor is
where the racetrack facility is located. And to the
north or right of the corridor is the area where nost of
the fairground facilities thensel ves are | ocated, sone of
t he buil dings and outstructures and those types of thing.

And it's that area to the north where we
see nuch of the fairground activity. For exanple, over
t he weekend they were hosting the corn festival. Pinal
County corn fest. And that devel opnent was all north of
this area or to the right of where you see here now

CHW STAFFORD: And that area to the north
or the right, that's -- is that where they place the
ri des and such when they hold the fair at the
fairgrounds?

MR. PETRY: Yes, | believe so. Mst of the
carnival rides and those types of activities are in the
northern portion of the fairgrounds facilities, and it's
really, you know, mainly just race facilities or

race-type events that occur in the racetrack area to the

sout h.
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Pl ease proceed.
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: | have one question. Do
you want to stop it, Devin, please. It |looks like the
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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corridor that's being requested actually overlaps part of
the raceway.

MR. PETRY: Well, | can respond to that
question there. The corridor does extend far enough
south that you can see fromthe aerial imagery, and | can
back up just a bit so you can see that better.

You can see the outer portion of sone of
the raceway facility itself where there are sone tracks
in sonme areas where the dirt has been disturbed in those
ar eas.

The purpose of the corridor extending that
far south is to allow for, again, the flexibility
t hroughout the facility. But the purpose, again, in that
particul ar | ocation would be to allow for any necessary
spanni ng of racetrack facilities.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

MR. PETRY: O any of the potential, you
know, specific uses within the recreational facility
there. So the idea is to avoid inpacts or preventing the
opportunity for any of those sort of recreational
opportunities so that's, again, we have a broader
corridor that does extend over a portion of the tracks
t here.

As we travel further to the west, | wll
pause here for just a nonent, because this is an area
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t hat was being di scussed previously in today's hearing.

And | want to rem nd the Conmttee that
what you see identified in the black or grayish area
here, both in the center of the screen and also to the
l eft which fromthis view would be essentially | ooking
sout hwest, that is Orsted's Eleven M| e Sol ar project
area. Those areas are actively under devel opnent today.

That solar facility is being devel oped now.
And so you can see, point it out with the -- right here,
this is the portion of the corridor that was previously
defi ned that extends through Orsted's project site and
the portion that was prescri bed under case 212.

Those existing 230/500 lines -- now, this
is an exanpl e of one here -- continue to the west. And
this is the area where not only is there the existing
transm ssion line, there's Orsted's Eleven M| e Sol ar
proj ect under devel opnent, but future planned
transm ssion infrastructure by APS. APS has a pl anned
transm ssion line in that area as well.

CHW STAFFORD: Wait. So APS al so has a
pl anned transm ssion |line there next to SRP's Iines which
they also potentially plan to expand or add to?

MR. PETRY: APS has a corridor, a certified
corridor for their Sundance to Pinal Central project that
Is very broad in this area. But it does cover that area
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ri ght there, yes.

As we nove forward, we're going to pan to
the north. This is a view | ooking north where again the
project is running through Orsted's El even M1l e Sol ar
project, within a portion of the corridor designated
under case 212 to the west.

You can see the residential area. This is
the residential area that we've discussed previously.

And you can see sone of these blue teardrop shapes within
the residential area. That's where we have sone of our
key observation points, visual points, visual sinulations
devel oped, so we'll zoominto those here in a nonent.

From here we're going to pan back to the
west and this is a view | ooking west. You can see --

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairnman.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes, Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: Wuld you back up just a
little bit please, M. Petry, so where you' ve got the
residential area? The houses. No, no, go forward, right
to that corner where you have -- you go fromgoing north
to going west. Right at the corner there. WII you stop
right there?

How many homeowners, how nany properties
are there right at that corner?

MR. PETRY: In that corner, we understand
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there to be two prinmary property owners at that corner.
Two separate residential structures with sone affiliated
outstructures, barn-type structures, those types of

t hings --

MEMBER GOLD: There's --

MR, PETRY: -- and -- sorry.

MEMBER GOLD: No, there's two residenti al
structures. And is this a true depiction of the actual
houses that exist today?

MR. PETRY: As you can probably tell with
the imagery itself, this is a conceptual representation
of those houses as they exist today. These are
structures that have been determ ned based on their
footprint and given sone relative heights based on the
| andscape today. The sanme is true with sone of the
fairground facilities and other buildings and structures
you see.

MEMBER GOLD: Question: WIIl you have
actual photos? | know we're going to do a tour, but do
you actual ly have photos that show what's in this area,
what the density is?

MR. PETRY: Yes, Menber CGold, we do. W
have sone great photos, and this blue teardrop-shaped
icon is the location fromwhere we have devel oped a
vi sual sinulation, and so that will show, and not only an
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exi sting-condition photograph fromthat |ocation but also
a phot ograph, you know, of what the project mght | ook
like fromthat |ocation as well.

MEMBER GOLD: Thank you, M. Petry.

MR. PETRY: You're wel cone.

So, again, we'll nove forward here | ooking
to the west. This is a portion of the corridor that has
been expanded to the north of that residential area al
way up to the south side of State Route 287. That's the
roadway you see running east to west on your -- the right
portion of your screen now.

You can see the proposed transm ssion |ine
right here in yellow. There we go. And the existing
distribution line running along State Route 287 at this
| ocati on.

CHWN STAFFORD:. M. Petry, | see two lines,
yellow or yellowish lines on the left. Wuat is the
| eft rost yellow |ine?

MR, PETRY: Yes. So the yellow line here
that | -- | would call yellow, that has the structures
placed in the middle of it, that is representative of the
proposed center line of the facility itself.

And if you ook to the left of that, the
nore gol den color, that is representative of the proposed
corridor. That would be the southern boundary of the
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proposed corridor at this |ocation. The northern
boundary of that corridor would be right here, south of
287.

CHWN STAFFORD: And the northern boundary
is north of the existing distribution |line?

MR. PETRY: Yes, at the southern edge of
State Route 287.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Petry, who owns that

distribution line? |Is that an ED-2 |i ne?

MR. PETRY: | don't know. W can look into
that. | do believe it likely is an ED-2 |ine extending
over to --

MEMBER LI TTLE: I'msure it is.

MR. PETRY: -- WAPA substation adjacent to
Pi nal Central

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah. |'m wondering about

the possibility of using that right-of-way and under
building the distribution line on the transm ssion |ines.
As an option. Just naking a statenent.

CHWN STAFFORD: As a follow up to that,
M. Petry, are you aware if that option was pursued at
all by the applicant? O inquired of?

MR. PETRY: | would not be aware of such
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deci sions or pursuits of such devel opnent opportunities.
That woul d be sonet hing best answered by Ms. DeSpain.

M5. DESPAIN: | would need to | ook back at
our records to answer that question nore fully. |
believe that so far we've avoided a siting that woul d
interfere wwth ED-2's existing facilities.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And then | believe |
asked before the break if you were aware of how far north
in that corridor you would be able to place this |line.
You said that there were other easenents and
ri ghts-of-way, or sonmething that potentially involved the
further you got north. Do you have an answer to that
guestion yet?

M5. DESPAIN. Yes. So it appears that from
the current title conmtnments we have that the -- so |l
try to describe this the best | can. W could nove the
corridor -- or we could nove the line north until the
right-of-way is 50 feet south of the northern property
line. So if | could borrow that.

So we see the property line which is in
this case the sane as the corridor boundary in this
yellow color. W can see here that this is presunably
ED-2's. |1'd have to check distribution easenment. So
50 feet fromhere, say, to here, that would be the
nort hern edge of where we could nove that line and the
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line would be sited, you know, this would be 100 feet
wi de so the line would be sited in the mddle there.

CHWN STAFFORD:. So approximately 50 feet
south of the existing transm ssion line potentially.

M5. DESPAIN:  Yes, depending on the w dth,
yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. All right. Thank
you very nuch. Any other questions from nmenbers before
they resune the virtual tour?

(No response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Pl ease proceed, M. Petry.

MR, PETRY: Thank you.

So we continue traveling west, and we get
to the point where the project would enter into the
proposed project substation, the far west portion of the
proj ect area.

We're now | ooking to the north, and we'l
zoomout a bit to provide an oblique perspective, and
zooming in to key observation point 2.

So this is representative of the trave
route viewers at and al ong the roadway here, and shows
the proposed project substation as well as sone of the
I nterconnecting structures at the far western portion of
the project itself.

You can see on the far right sone of
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existing distribution infrastructure running north to
south as well as sone of that existing distribution
infrastructure east to west al ong 287.

We will provide nmuch nore detail and
background on these visual sinmulations later in ny
testinony as well.

From here we'll zoomto the southeast. And
we're going to take a | ook at key observation point 3.
This is one of the KOPs, again devel oped fromw thin the
residential area here. This is |ooking to the southeast;
and this illustrates the existing 230 and 500kV
transm ssion infrastructure as well as the proposed
project facilities. You can see existing transm ssion
lines as well as the proposed project facilities.

CHW STAFFORD: Do you have a question
Menber Gol d? Menber Mercer?

MEMBER MERCER: W were just tal king about
the lines. The bigger lines that are already there. The
smal | er ones are the proposed.

CHW STAFFORD: R ght. R ght. So the
500kV line is the taller structure to the left. And then
on to the right of that is the proposed structure for the
230kV line; correct?

MR. PETRY: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.
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MEMBER HILL: Can | ask a clarifying
guestion?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Just to tag onto that, there
is a CEC approved for an APS line to go through there.

MEMBER KRYDER: Speak into your m crophone.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you. As previously
stated there's a CEC for a APS transm ssion |ine that
coul d be added to that corridor in the future as well?

MR. PETRY: That is correct.

MEMBER HILL: GCkay. [|I'mjust trying to
visualize the full buildout potential here. So thank
you.

CHW STAFFORD: | have a qui ck question
about the -- followup about the APS |ine. It's going to
be another 500kV line; is that what it is? | think
Ms. DeSpain --

MR. PETRY: Yeah, it's going to be a
pl anned 230kV transm ssion |ine.

CHWN STAFFORD: Al right. And it will be,
and it's not going to be collocated on the existing
5000kV line, it will be a separate |ine separate poles.

MR. PETRY: It will be a separate I|ine.

CHWN STAFFORD: And it will be -- which
direction are we facing here, west?
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MR, PETRY: Right here we're facing
east/ sout heast .

CHWN STAFFORD: Okay. So would it be, on
whi ch side of that 500kV line is the new APS 230 |ine
going to be | ocated?

MR, PETRY: Well, what we understand today
is that they have a certificated corridor in that area,
an approved corridor. As to exactly where their planned
right-of-way is located, | don't know at this point.
We're trying to obtain further information on that.

CHW STAFFORD: (Okay. But the corridor is
| arge enough for it to be |ocated on either side of that
500kV line; correct?

MR. PETRY: | believe that it's |ocated
south of that 509kV |i ne.

CHW STAFFORD: Wiich would be --

MR. PETRY: To the right.

CHW STAFFORD: -- to this side of it?

MR, PETRY: To the inmge that you're seeing
NOW.

CHW STAFFORD: To the right?

MR. PETRY: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: To the right of where the
proposed line is, then, your line, your proposed |ine.

MR. PETRY: Correct.
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CHW STAFFORD: Gkay. Trying to get
oriented on where everything is.

MR. PETRY: There's a lot there.

Thank you. Go ahead and skip forward here.
Perfect. 1'mgoing to skip back so we didn't mss
anyt hing here. My apol ogies for the whiplash.

So from here again we're panning back to
KOP-4. This is a view looking to the north/northeast.
And this is a view from Menber Gold, the residents that
you had asked about previously, this is a view, this is
the corner location there of that residential area on the
nort heast portion of the residential area.

And what you're seeing here is where the
proposed project is within the corridor as defined by
case 212 in this area right here. You see the proposed
project structure as in its current location it is at its
nort hernnost point within that corridor -- within the
portion of the corridor on Orsted's solar facility.

From there, you see conductors traveling to
the left, which would be -- which, pardon ne, getting ny
buttons m xed here, you can see conductors noving to the
left, which would be to the west. And so this is where
the line, this is the turning structure where the |ine
would turn fromnorth to south to east to west running
al ong the northern portion of this residential
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devel opnent .

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Gol d.

MEMBER GOLD: A question, M. Petry. How
far is that pole and the lines fromthe actual residents
i n your presentation here?

MR. PETRY: Yeah, in the sinulation
itself -- well, I'"Il tell you, the line itself at its
cl osest point to this residence is approxi mately 145 feet
fromthe residential structure itself.

MEMBER GOLD: And they're 90 feet tall.

MR, PETRY: And they're approxi mately
90 feet tall, yes.

MEMBER GOLD: But you have the capacity to
nove them 500 feet further or 400 feet further.

MR. PETRY: There is the capacity and the
corridor designed to allow the potential novenent further
to the north.

MEMBER GOLD: Okay. Thank you.

M5. NOE: I'msorry to interrupt.

M. Petry, could you please clarify which portion of the
line you' re tal king about that we have the capacity to
nove, the northern versus the eastern |line?

MR, PETRY: Certainly, and | can refer to
one of our exhibits as well. Wat | would like to do is
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refer to the place mat that's before you. That woul d be
Exhi bit SD-5, the requested corridor map.

And | can direct the Commttee to the very
center portion of this corridor map. Essentially where
we see the northernnost portion of the corridor, right
before it heads south. This portion up here, this
nort hernnost portion is where there is the siting
flexibility and the w der requested corridor to allow
that siting flexibility in order to potentially nove that
line further to the north.

M5. NOE: Thank you.

MR. PETRY: From here we'll nove forward.
We're going to nove to the east crossing over the O sted
El even M|l e Sol ar project, and back over and into the
Pi nal County fairgrounds.

This is key observation point 1, and this
is representative of the recreational viewers fromwthin
the Pinal County fairgrounds. And what you can see in
this imge, again, we're |ooking south, you can see sone
of the grandstands and seating -- nobile seating areas
over here -- that can be noved around for various events.

You can see sone of the existing
transm ssion infrastructure there today. That includes
this structure here, the existing 230 and 500kV
facilities. You can see sone of the existing
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di stribution and other transm ssion infrastructure at and
around the Pinal Central substation, which is sort of
obscured fromthis view, by the block wall. You can see
sone conponents of that fromthis view here.

What you can al so see is the proposed
project facilities crossing through this corridor portion
across the Pinal County fairgrounds. So fromhere we're
panni ng back to the north with a viewto the south --
pardon ne -- panning back to the east with a viewto the
west .

And we can see where the corridor crosses
over Eleven Mle Corner Road here through the Pinal
County fairgrounds. North of the existing 230/500kV
transm ssion infrastructure, through Orsted's Eleven Ml e
Sol ar project area into the expanding corridor area south
of 287, and then into the project substation on the far
west ern portion.

The last thing I'll point out again briefly
Is just point the Conmttee again to the |ocation of the
solar facility, project substation, project solar
facility extending to the north and west. Sone portion
of the south and west. Mich of the area innmediately
south. The location of Orsted's Eleven Ml e Sol ar center
project in this |ocation here.

|'d be happy to answer any questions t hat
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Commttee Menbers m ght have at this point as well.

CHW STAFFORD: Any questions from nenbers?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:. Pl ease proceed.

MR. PETRY: Thank you.

M5. NOE: Wth that, yep, thank you so
much. You read ny mnd. Toggle back to the
presentation. Thank you.

BY MS. NOCE:

Q Now, M. Petry, as you alluded we w Il get back
to the detailed |look at the different viewpoints, but |'d
like to take a step back and tal k about the application
and notice requirenents first.

M5. DESPAIN.  Sorry. | just wanted to
poi nt out that the slides are reversed. L should be on
the left. And R should be on the right. Thank you.

M5. NOE: Thank you for your incredible
attention to detail.

BY MS. NCE:

Q So M. Petry, could you pl ease provide an
overvi ew of how the SunDog project provided public notice
of the CEC application?

A (M. Petry) Certainly. After filing the CEC
application on Decenber 20, 2023, we provided notice of
the application via newspaper, posting of signs, and the
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public posting of the application itself.
Slide R-24 shows the public notice and the
affidavits of publication that were provided for the
di spl ay advertisenents that are placed both in the Casa
G ande Dispatch and the Tri-Valley D spatch on
Decenber 26 and Decenber 28 respectively.
Both of those publications are in an area of
general circulation wthin the project area.
And Exhibit SD-6 contains full copies of the
affidavits as well as the advertisenents thensel ves.
Q You had nentioned that signs were posted
noti fying public nmenbers about the proposed gen-tie line.
Was a map of the proposed sign posting |ocations
di scussed with Chairman Stafford at the prefiling
conf erence?
A (M. Petry) Yes.
Q And did SunDog, in fact, post those signs al ong
the generation tie-line route?
A (M. Petry) Yes, SunDog installed signs at all
| ocati ons where perm ssion was granted as soon as
possi ble. W received perm ssion from private | andowners
in earlier January, and the two signs that were on
private land were installed on January 10, 2024.
We installed these signs in |ocations where the
greatest opportunity for view ng was identified.
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Cenerally like to do that by public roadways or areas
where residents and stakehol ders cone and go and can
really see them

Slide L-22 shows the photos of those two
installed signs. The content of the signs and the map
are shown on slide R-22 here on the right.

Q Wer e physical and el ectronic copies of the CEC
application nade available to the public?

A (M. Petry) Yes. A physical copy of the
application thensel ves was made avail able at both the
El oy public library and the Coolidge public library.

An el ectronic copy of the application has been
made avail abl e on the SunDog project website as well as
t he Corporation Comm ssion's project docket as well.

E-mails fromboth the City of Eloy community
servi ces manager as well as the City of Coolidge |ibrary
manager are on the screen, both confirm ng receipt of the
applications and that they are available for public
review. Those are also included in Exhibit SD-7.

CHW STAFFORD: | have a quick follow up
guestion back with the signs. Ws it this case or am|
confusing it with another, there was contenplated to have
a third sign but perm ssion was not able to be obtained
froml believe it was the county or the city? |Is that
this case? Am| correct?
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MR. PETRY: Yes, sir, that is correct. W
had a third sign location identified very near Pinal
Central substation, but we weren't able to get that one
i nstall ed.

CHW STAFFORD: And what was -- whose | and
was that? Was that county or city | and?

MR, PETRY: That woul d have been county
| and.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

BY MS. NOCE:

Q And so, M. Petry, was a -- excuse ne --
Ms. DeSpain told us that the affected jurisdictions
i nclude Pinal County and the city of Coolidge. Ws a
notice of the CEC application tinely provided to each of
those entities as required by the Procedural Oder?

A (M. Petry) Yes. Copies of the notice of
heari ng, the Procedural Order and the agenda were mail ed
via certified mail to each of those affected
jurisdictions on Decenber 28, 2023. And Exhibit SD-9 is
the notice of mailing to those jurisdictions that was
filed on the docket on January 3, 2024.

M5. NOE: |I'mnow going to turn it back
over to co-counsel, M. Acken, and Ms. DeSpain to discuss
the public and stakehol der involvenent in this
application process.
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MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, Ms. Noe.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q Ms. DeSpain, I'd like you to walk the Committee
t hrough the additional public outreach neasures you
undertook for the transm ssion |ine project above and
beyond statutorily required and other requirenents of the
Procedural Order that M. Petry discussed. Could you
provi de an overview, please?

A (Ms. DeSpain) Yes. | can. SunDog Energy
Center, LLC, with the assistance of SWCA | aunched a
public involvenment programto provide nenbers of the
public and other stakeholders with opportunities to ask
guestions and provide input on the project.

The net hods we used to acconplish this included
informational letters, in-person and virtual public open
houses, newspaper advertisenents, a project website, a
proj ect tel ephone line, project e-nmail address, and
soci al nedia advertisenents.

Q Let's start off with those informational letters
and descri be those for the Commttee.

A (Ms. DeSpain) Two informational letters were
sent to approxi mtely 435 stakehol ders within one mle of
the project, which we're referring to as the study area.

The first letter introduced the project and
announced opportunities for coment including the
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I n-person and virtual open houses.

The second | etter announced the filing of the
appl i cation and the dates of the project's Arizona Power
Pl ant and Transmi ssion Line Siting Conmttee public
hear i ng.

Q And those |letters can be see on slide R 267

A (Ms. DeSpain) That's correct.

Q And is the exhibit that's been marked for
identification as SD-11 a true and accurate copy of those
two letters?

A | believe so, yes.

Q Did SunDog conduct an in-person open house under
this project?

A (Ms. DeSpain) Yes, we conducted an in-person
open house on July 26, 2023, at Mary C O Brien El enentary
School. This was an informal open house format where
nmenbers of the public could attend, review informtional
posters and communi cate with nmenbers of the project team

We had 10 nenbers of the public sign in and
three left formal comments, all of which can be found in
the CEC application, Exhibits J5-B through J-5D. A copy
of the sign-in sheet is shown on slide R 27 as well as an
exanpl e of one of the poster boards.

Q In addition to the in-person open house, did you
conduct a virtual open house under this project?
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A (Ms. DeSpain) W did. The virtual open house
was actually launched on June 9, 2023, to correct an
error inthe slide. And it was an -- it is an online
resource to review display boards with project info and
maps and exhi bits, both about the project itself and
about the affiliated solar facility.

The virtual open house al so provided i nformation
and instructions on how to provide input and ask
guesti ons.

The -- during the one-nonth comment period, we
saw 86 viewers of the virtual open house and received
zero comments -- sorry -- screenshots fromthe virtua
open house can be found on slide R-28 there on the right.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairman?

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Gol d.

MEMBER GOLD: You said how many peopl e
showed up?

M5. DESPAIN. To the virtual open house --

MEMBER GOLD:  Yes.

M5. DESPAIN:  There were 86 views.

MEMBER GOLD: Ckay. And what about your
actual open house?

M5. DESPAIN. The actual open house we had
10 people sign in on the sign-in sheet and three left
formal comrents.
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MEMBER GOLD: And you'll get to that.

M5. DESPAIN: Yes. And those three
comments al so can be found in the application in
Exhi bit J.

MEMBER GOLD: Can you put where |I can find
those? Are they in here? Can | go through ny --

MR, ACKEN. Menber Gold, they're actually,
| believe they're in two |ocations, and I'Il ask
Ms. DeSpain, who as you see has a far better attention to
detail than | do.

| think they're in a couple location. One
iIs in the CEC application, Exhibit J, identified which is
the public outreach exhibit. And then additionally, we
have a public outreach sunmary that we provide pursuant
to the Procedural Order prior to the prehearing
conf er ence.

That's been marked for identification as
SD-12. So if you're looking in the binder of exhibits
you wll find that in SD-12, and I'll ask the panel to
confirm| believe that one is the nost current version.

M5. DESPAIN: That's correct.

MR, ACKEN. Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | notice that on J-1 that
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applicant initiated a one-nonth comrent period requesting
that comments be provided by August 18, and then on the
top of the next page it says, "Comments will continue to
be accepted throughout the duration of the project.”

| just wanted to be sure that the public is
aware of that. That on the website or wherever el se you
receive your comments that it's clear to the public that
even t hough we're past August whatever, blah, blah, we
can still give conment.

M5. DESPAIN: Yes, that one-nonth comment
peri od was applying to the virtual open house
specifically, and I think the public may have been nore
aware of the virtual open house when we sent out mailers
announcing it in close proximty to the in-person open
house as a replacenent for those who couldn't attend the
I n- person.

W -- | will also cover other ways that
we've notified the public of opportunities for comment.
Qur project website is one of those nmain ways, and that
is still active. There's no comment limt or period in
effect for that.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR, ACKEN. Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN
Q Ms. DeSpain, we'll get to the project website in
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just one second, but let's first tal k about newspaper
advertisenments that you published to informthe public
and provide an opportunity to solicit comrents?

A (Ms. DeSpain) Yes, newspaper advertisenents
were placed in the Casa G and Vall ey newspaper on
July 13th and July 20th, 2023. And slide R 29 shows
t hose advertisenments.

Q And now you' ve previewed it, let's talk about
the project website.

A (Ms. DeSpain) Yes. The project website
provi des the public, nmenbers, other interested parties,
st akehol ders with infornmati on about the project and
opportunities for public coment.

The website address was included in the public
materials that were distributed. And prior to this
hearing, the website was updated with a dial-in nunber
and a virtual link to access this hearing.

And on slide R-30 we can see screenshots from
the project website.

Q In addition to the website could nenbers of the
public contact you by picking up the phone and nmaking a
call ?

A (Ms. DeSpain) They could. W also had a
proj ect tel ephone line as an additional opportunity to
| earn about the project. This telephone |ine was
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avai | abl e during the 30-day comrent period, and has since
been updated to request | eaving a nessage so that we can
return their call, and also with instructions to visit
the website for other ways to | eave coments. W did not
recei ve any comments fromthe tel ephone line.

Q What about an e-mail opportunity as well as
additi onal or social nedia outreach that you m ght have
used to informthe public and solicit comments?

A (Ms. DeSpain) Yes. W set up a project e-mail
address and that e-mail address was provided in our
informational letters, our newspaper advertisenents, on
our website and in the virtual and in-person open houses.

We received one comment through the project
e-mai| address and that can also be found in table J-1 in
Exhi bit J.

For social nedia, we participated in Facebook
advertisenments and these announced the in-person open
house and provided informati on about the website. The
advertisenent used is shown on R-32.

The Facebook advertisenent had 38 |ink clicks,
reached 1322 accounts, made 7940 i npressions, had one
i ke, and no comments or shares. For the benefit of the
Committee, an inpression is the nunber of tinmes an ad
enters a person's screen while the reach is the nunber of
peopl e who saw it.
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So for an exanple if one person saw the sanme ad
three tinmes, the inpressions would be 3 and the reach
woul d be 1.

Q Now |'d like you to talk -- sumarize the public
comrents that you received as a result of all these
efforts. W nentioned where those m ght be found in your
| ast answer. You referenced Exhibit J. Is that Exhibit J
to the CEC application which has been marked for
i dentification as SunDog 17

A (Ms. DeSpain) That's correct.

Q Okay. Pl ease describe the public coments
recei ved.
A (Ms. DeSpain) W received nine total comments.

Si x of which were fromthe sanme nei ghbori ng honmeowners.
These comments were submitted nmultiple ways over e-mail,
provi ded in person, and through the Arizona Corporation
Commi ssi on 10-year plan docket. The comments as

M. Acken nentioned can be found in table J-1 of the CEC
appl i cation.

These comments, the substance were general
opposition. As a result of receiving these comments as
we di scussed earlier, there were offers to neet in person
whi ch were declined. And nore recently conversations
have now been ongoing and wll continue through the rest
of the day. As we know, the neighbors are here today and
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woul d like to speak at the public hearing portion of the
heari ng.

Q And, again, for the record since | was the one
that referenced SunDog-12, will you under oath confirm
that SunDog's public outreach efforts are fully descri bed
t herei n?

A (Ms. DeSpain) Yes.

Q Shifting gears, what other authorizations are
required to construct both the transm ssion |ine and the
solar and battery storage project?

A (Ms. DeSpain) So to discuss the project
generation tie-line first, the only other pernmanent
consi deration we are aware of is coordination with the
San Carlos Irrigation and Drainage District for a
potential overhead crossing of one of the canals managed
by San Carlos Irrigation and Drainage District. And
owned by the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

Qur current understanding is that this would not
require an official permt, but rather just coordination
wth that agency. And that coordination will occur
foll ow ng the CEC process.

For the affiliated solar facility, the
nonj uri sdictional solar facility, | wanted to highlight
the permts required for that as well. Starting fromthe
top, we have the mmj or conprehensive plan anmendnent,
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which is conplete and was approved i n Decenber of 2020.

The i mage shown on slide R-35 shows that the
| and use category for the solar project was changed to
green energy production at that tine.

Fol | owi ng t he conprehensive plan anendnent
process, we are now going through the rezoning and
pl anned area devel opnent process. That permt is in
progress with our application submtted in August of
2022.

Anot her potential permt is with canals managed
by the Hohokam Irrigation and Drainage District, owned by
the Bureau of Reclamation. W are anticipating an
under ground boring collection |ine crossing of one of the
those canals. And that permt is to be submtted. W
are currently preparing the applications -- the
application materials for that permt.

And finally, just to highlight there'll be
various preconstruction permts required to be submtted
close to the start of construction on the solar facility,
such as grading permts and building permts, that type
of thing.

Q Thank you, Ms. DeSpain

We are now going to turn to the resource
anal ysi s conducted by SWCA in support of the application
for a certificate of environnental conpatibility. |'m
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going to start off with M. Agner, who's been very
patiently waiting, eagerly waiting his opportunity?

M. Agner, what environnent studies did SWCA
conplete for the project?

A (M. Agner) The environnental studies conpleted
in support of Exhibits A through J of the CEC application
i nclude | and use, recreation, and existing plans, which
is Exhibits A B, F, and H; biological resources, which
is Exhibits C and D; visual resources which is Exhibit E
and G cultural resources, which is Exhibit E noise and
interference, which is Exhibit |; and public invol venent
which is Exhibit J. And just as a rem nder to the
Committee the public involvenent exhibit was just covered
previously by Ms. DeSpain in her testinony.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairnman.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes, Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: | have a question for
M. Agner. \Which of those covers public health?

MR. ACKEN. | will address that. | don't
believe that public health is a factor to be considered
under ARA 40-364.06. You know, you made -- your public
commenters made comments and concerns rai sed about public
health, but | don't believe that it is a factor
enunerated in that statute which |I'm happy to go through.

M. Agner's going to talk at great |ength
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about | and use and when we're tal king about adjacent and
ot her | and uses, obviously the big one in this case is

are residential |and uses and infrastructure | and uses

conmpatible. | think you -- | think |I've previewed ny
viewon it. And M. Agner will present testinony to that
effect.

But | urge this Commttee to stick to the
four corners of the statutory charge. | have had cases
where ot hers have sought to introduce discussions about
public health that are unquestionably outside this
Committee's purview, and this Coonmittee has historically
not gone down the road to consider factors outside its
statutory charge.

So when you ask the question, these
exhibits are exhibits that were devel oped by the
Commi ssion pursuant to Rule that are designed to elicit
the information that's required by statute.

So what an applicant does is -- we don't
cone up with ideas on our own about what infornmation to
provi de you. The statute and the Conm ssion tell us what
to provide to you. And the Conmm ssion and the statute by
the legislature says these are the enunerated factors in
40- 360. 06.

And then the Conm ssion has taken those
factors and said here are the exhibits, and here is the
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information that you nust provide in each exhibit. And
that's what is covered. Public health is not a
consideration in ny view, a |l egal consideration for this
Committee. And | don't believe there has ever been any
evi dence presented to suggest that transm ssion |ines
provi de any public health inpact.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Acken, you gave a great
| egal perspective, but 1'm |l ooking at sonething up there
t hat says "bi ol ogical resources.” So we're concerned
about the animals' health, and visual resources, we're
concerned wi th what people see. Human beings living
there are biological people. | nean, they're part of
bi ol ogy. Shouldn't you cover how cl ose to hones you can
put power |ines without affecting soneone's health? |
nmean it seens compn sense.

MR. ACKEN: So --

MEMBER GOLD: | just would |ike to know,
M. Agner, what you consi der ed.

MR. ACKEN. And | want to go back to the
statute before M. Agner, because you're asking a |egal
question with all due respect.

MEMBER GOLD: |'m asking a what?

MR. ACKEN:. You are asking a |egal question

wth all due respect.
MEMBER GOLD: Okay.
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MR. ACKEN. And so | am prefacing the
response. M. Agner can address. But legally he is
bound to what the statute authorizes this Conmttee to
consi der.

So, for exanple, existing plans of this
state, |ocal governnent and private entities for other
devel opnents at or in the vicinity of the proposed site.
That's factor one, land use. That's what M. Agner w ||
testify.

Bi ol ogi cal resources, this is interesting,
it's fish, wildlife, and plant |life and associ ated forns
of life on which they are dependent. So that is what the
statutory charge is.

Then we go to 3, noise emssions; 4 is the
avai lability to the public for recreational purposes; 5,
sceni c areas, historic areas, archaeol ogical sites, so on
and so forth.

So you see a pattern. Thisis -- |I'm
readi ng again from 40-360. 06 the regul atory exhi bit
requirenments that the Conmm ssion established -- thank
you -- are consistent with that statutory franeworKk.

So M. Agner's testinobny is going to be
consi stent with what the Comm ssion has said he should
provi de testinony on.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairman.
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CHW STAFFCORD:  Yes.

MEMBER GOLD: Am | off base in asking about
heal t h?

CHWN STAFFORD: No, you're certainly able
to ask any questions you like, until at some point that
it becones repetitive or sonmething. But | would al so
like to point to 40-360.06, nunber 6 tal ks about -- it
requires us to | ook at the total environnent of the area.
Now, so that to ne could enconpass sone degree of public
heal t h concerns.

Now, again, later on in that statute
Section C-1, it says that we cannot inquire conpliance
w th performance standards other than those established
by the agency having primary jurisdiction over a
particul ar pollution source. So we can't add additional
requi renments for that factor.

Now, however, we need to nake our deci sions
based on evidence in the record. And so -- and public
comment is not evidence. So at this point in the record,
there is no evidence of any public health -- negative
public health inpacts fromthe I|ine.

MEMBER GOLD: So | would be curious. |'m
not famliar with specific studies, but | have read
studies that say proximty to power |ines causes health
i ssues. 1've read those soneplace. AmI| not allowed to
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ask about it?

CHW STAFFORD: No, you're certainly
all owed to ask. But |'m saying that when we wei gh our
deci sion, we have to nake it based on the evidence in the
record, and as of yet there has been no evidence
present ed about negative health inpacts --

MEMBER GOLD: Well | read one of the
comments that says that -- I'mnot sure which one it is,
but 1'm sure that you would know whi ch one, they would
know whi ch one, that says there's a hone there with
multiple children in it, and they're planning on putting
power lines within a certain distance of that hone.

If we have asked that they nove the power
lines, we do ask that they nove the power |ines several
hundred feet away, would that mitigate these health
concerns that these residents have and that they have
asked about in the record.

MR, ACKEN:. Again --

CHW STAFFORD:. Let ne ask the question,
M. Acken, and then I'Il let you take a crack at it.
W're -- yes, we can ask questions about what's been
rai sed in the public conmments nade by people.

Now, the evidence in the record, we need
the applicant's responses to that. So --

MEMBER GOLD: That's what |' m asking --
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CHW STAFFORD: R ght, so you can certainly
ask them you know, and there's certain -- and I'm--
there are certain required setbacks, | believe, for power
lines fromresidences based on the county or city
ordi nances; is that correct, M. Acken, as a requirenent?

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman, there may be.

Ms. Noe may know nore specifically in these
jurisdictions. A lot of jurisdictions do not have a
requirenents at all for transm ssion |ines, because
there's no evidence out there that there's any inpact.

And so what |I'mstruggling with is this:

We have to follow the rules that the Conm ssion sets for

us, and the legislature. The |egislature says these are
the factors you |look at, the Comm ssion then says in your
application address these factors.

And that's what this panel is ready to do.
Heal th i npacts as alleged in sone YouTube video, |I'm
sorry, are not part of that analysis and it's not
sonet hing the Conmm ssion has asked us to | ook at.

This panel is not prepared to address a
boogeynman about health inpacts. And if someone wants to
bring forward an argunent that there are health inpacts,
then they should intervene and do so, and they'll be the
first one on a transmssion line to try to do so. And
then | will have the opportunity to cross-exam ne them
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But it's not part of our direct case to do that.

MEMBER GOLD: Ckay. So if | understand
correctly, the health of animals we're concerned with,
but the health of humans we're not concerned wth.

MR. ACKEN:. | disagree with that.

MEMBER GOLD: |I'mjust asking |egally.

MR, ACKEN:. No.

CHW STAFFORD: Let ne ask that, M. Acken.
| think the requirenent, because animals and birds and
such, they live in a habitat that's not manufactured by
peopl e, typically.

And if it's -- it's designed that we'l|l
hear, this chunk of w lderness that we're going to carve
out and put sone infrastructure on. W need to do that
in a way that doesn't damage their popul ations,
especially if they're endangered, a specific area of
bi ol ogi cal wealth such as, you know, a breedi ng ground
for endangered species, that type of thing.

But people -- people, they live in
nei ghbor hoods that are built and they have -- and
they're -- the statute al nbst assunes there's not a
health inpact to the people fromthese lines. |It's not
addressed by either em ssion standards that are regul ated
by a different entity, or -- it's nore focused on | and
use and pl anni ng, because that's individual inpacts,
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because that's what's really going to inpact the people
Is the |l and use and the visuals.

The statute al nbst assunes there's not a
heal th hazard to people for the transm ssion |lines. And
if a situation arose where soneone were to intervene in a
case and attenpt to put on evidence that there was actual
health inpacts fromthe transm ssion line, then we would
consi der that.

But right now we don't have that in this

case. W have -- we have public comment which is not
evi dence, and we're hearing -- we'll hear evidence from
the applicant that states that there is -- that this |line

does not pose a health hazard to human beings, and it is
conpati ble with, you know, the environnent and | and uses
and all these things that are laid out in the statute and
in the rules by the Conmm ssion.

So our -- so our role is to ook at that
and evaluate in those terns.

So, but as -- if sonmeone were to actually
intervene and allege that there was a real health inpact,
they'd have to present evidence, they couldn't just stand
up and say it, and then we'd accept that as fact. They'd
have to have a witness that could testify credibly to
t hose i npacts.

So that's -- but that's not the situation
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we have here today.

MEMBER GOLD: The only reason | bring it up
is the other line siting hearings that | have been
wi tness to involve pretty much going through desert,
goi ng through areas with no people in close proximty.
This is the first one where I'm | ooking at houses that
the lines could inpact, they're close to the houses.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.

MEMBER GOLD: That's the reason |I'm asking.

CHW STAFFORD: And that's the section of
line that's the northern portion of it where it has the
extra w de corridor which, you know, one of the things
the Conmttee's to do is to |look at the evidence and we
can add reasonable conditions to the CEC.

For exanple, we are conpletely within our
authority to say, |ook, that northern corridor needs to
be narrower and the right-of-way needs to be | ocated
further north fromwhere it is portrayed on the map. So
that's sonething that we could -- we're totally wthin
our authority to do based on a consideration of the
evidence. W consider the public comment. W can
consider that, but it's not -- again, it's not evidence.
But certainly, you know, we're within our authority to
say that line needs to be noved further north to be
further away fromthose residences. And we've done that
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I n other cases.

MEMBER GOLD: Oh. M. Chairman, thank you
for clarifying that. M. Acken, | have no further
comment about that.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you. Thank you. W'l
nmove forward. | think there's one -- there's one thing |
do want to add to this discussion, and it goes to your
poi nt about nobst of the ones that you have seen recently
are in rural areas.

Most of those, | have brought nmany of
those. Historically, this Conmttee and the applicants
before it have brought many projects going through
residential areas. Many, nany projects.

| have sited with dozens of parties who
actually do intervene. And so this Commttee has a | ong
track record of |ooking at statutory framework, the
regul atory franework, and if a party wants to conme in and
put on evidence, |'ve had cases where soneone tried to
put in evidence on property valuation inpacts.

Great. Let's have that discussion, subject
it to cross-examnation. But if they -- you know,
that -- that's the prerequisite to having that
di scussi on.

In the past, yes, we have had plenty and
["'mcertain this Commttee will see nore in the future
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whether it's for gen-ties for projects |like this or
regi onal transm ssion that APS, SRP and TEP may need to
buil d through residential areas to serve residenti al
cust omer s.

MEMBER GOLD: Thank you, M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Pl ease proceed, M. Acken.
BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Agner, 1'd |ike you, before we dive in, if
you could tal k about the area in which you studied for
you eval uation of all these resources. You know, okay,
we're | ooking at |and use, we're | ooking at biol ogical
resources, but where do you start and stop your anal ysis?

A (M. Agner) Sure. To provide sone context
there, SWCA reviewed and studied areas within a one-mle
radi us of the conponents of the project which we call the
study area. Study areas identified in Exhibits A1, A-2,
and A-3 of the application, and it's al so shown on the
pl ace mats in front of you.

And if you take a look at slide R-37, it's the
solid black outline on the map.

Q Let's start off with your evaluation of |and
ownership and jurisdiction in the study area in support
of Exhibit A

A (M. Agner) As illustrated within Exhibit A-1
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of the application, |and ownership within the study area
consists of privately owned | and, Pinal County
fairgrounds and Arizona State Land Depart nent
adm ni st ered | ands.

The project is on privately owned | and and the
Pinal County fairgrounds. As shown within Exhibit A-1 of
the application, the study area includes |ands under the
jurisdiction of Pinal County, Coolidge, and El oy.

The project is within unincorporated Pina
County and Coolidge. And as you can see on slide R- 38,
| ands under the jurisdiction of Coolidge are in the mnt
color. Lands under the jurisdiction of Eloy are in the
pi nk color. And |ands under the jurisdiction of
uni ncor porated Pinal County are in the gray col or.

Q VWhat did you find with respect to existing | and
uses in the study area?

A (M. Agner) Sure. So SWCA conpleted a review
of desktop | and use data to identify and map | and uses
wthin the study area, and then we conducted a field
review to verify and update that | and use information as
appropri at e.

Overall, the study area can be descri bed as
m xed use in character, and as shown on slide R-39,
primary existing land uses within the study area include
utilities, which is that |ight blue color; agricultural,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 229 VOLUME | 02/05/2024 108

which is the green color; public facilities, which is the
purple color; residential, which is kind of nmultiple
colors, it's the dark brown, the tan, and the yell ow
colors; and then vacant |and, which has no col or
associated with it.

As you can see on Exhibit A-2 and as shown slide
R-39, there's also an existing solar facility which is
Pinal Central Energy Center. |It's that dark brown col or
there on the east side, and that connects into the Pinal
Central substation as well.

Q Next let's take a deeper dive into the existing
el ectrical infrastructure around Pinal Central.
A (M. Agner) Yes. So this is the figure that

M. Acken showed earlier, but we'll take sonme tine to
wal k through it as there are numerous existing and
pl anned transm ssion lines in the vicinity of the Pinal
Central Station.

So starting on the west side, we have the SRP
Duke to Pinal Central, 500-kilovolt transm ssion |ine.
And on those sane structures is the SRP Desert Basin to
Pinal Central, 230-kilovolt transmi ssion |ine. Again,
those are both existing transm ssion |ines.

To the south is the WAPA ED-2 to Saguaro
115-kilovolt transm ssion lines. Again, that is an
existing transm ssion |ine and connects into the nearby
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WAPA ED- 2 substati on.
Moving to the east, we have the next ERA Energy,
energy Pinal Central energy center, 230-Kkilovolt
transm ssion |ine.
We al so have the TEP Pinal Central to Tortolita
500- ki l ovolt transm ssion |ine.
And then to the north, we have the SRP Pi nal
Central to Browning 500-kilovolt transm ssion line. And
we have the SRP Pinal Central to Randall, 230-kilovolt
transm ssion |ine.
CHW STAFFORD: Now, quick question,
those -- the 500, the 230, they share poles.
MR. AGNER: That's our under st andi ng.
CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. And you have SunZi a,
you have two dotted lines comng in there. |Is that -- is

that for both Iines? Because there's a DCline that gets
converted to AC before it turns into here. 1Is this that
and the other potential AC |ine?

MR. AGNER: It's the first |ine.

CHW STAFFORD: It's just the first |ine.

MR. AGNER  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So it's the -- this
is the portion of the DC line that's after it has been
converted to AC feed into the substation. But the other
line, it's called -- it's not called SunZia, it's
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called --

MR. ACKEN. El Rio Sol.

CHW STAFFORD: El Rio Sol. That's not
showi ng on this map, then.

MR. AGNER:  Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

MR. AGNER.  And then --

MEMBER HI LL: Also --

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Hill.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you.

The APS |line is also not showing as a
future transmssion line, is it?

MR. AGNER. It's the one that's identified
as the Sundance to Pinal Central 230-kilovolt
transm ssion |ine.

MEMBER HI LL: Thank you.

MR. AGNER. That's the --

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Those two are under
construction. | know the SunZia's under construction,
the first line. But the second one is not. |Is that this
case with the APS line as well? |Is that under
construction or just sited?

MR. AGNER. It's just sited. [It's not
under construction as far as we understand.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.
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MR. AGNER: And then so to go back to the
pl anned transm ssion |ines around Pinal Central
substation as well, as we just referenced there's the APS
Sundance to Pinal Central, 230-kilovolt transm ssion
line. There's the Eleven M|l e Solar Center generation
tie-line, that's a 230-kilovolt transm ssion |ine.

And then also as we just discussed, there's
the SunZia southwest transmssion line, and that's a
pl anned 500-kilovolt transm ssion |ine.

BY MR ACKEN
Q Thank you, M. Agner, for wal king through that
busy di agram

State your conclusions wth respect to the
project's conpatibility with existing |and uses.

A (M. Agner) The project would be in
uni ncor porated Pinal County and Coolidge. It would
parall el existing transm ssion |ines and other |inear
features to the extent practical, and would cross parcels
wth existing agricultural, vacant, utility and
recreational |and uses.

All these existing |and uses are conpatible with
the project. There is also an existing solar facility as
wel | as nunmerous transm ssion lines within the study area
that we just covered. Therefore, the project would be
conpatible with existing | and uses.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: On page B-3 of the
application, the | anguage states that, "The conprehensive
plan identifies the gen-tie in unincorporated Pina
County as being within the noderate, | owdensity
residential,” in quotes, "and general public facility
services | and use designations.”

And then there's quite a | ong discussion of
what the overarching goals in the conprehensive plan are
as wWith respect to the general public facility services
zoning. And but there's nothing to di scuss the noderate
| ow-density residential requirenents.

And yet the statenent is nmade that the
gen-tie is conpatible with existing unincorporated Pinal
County zoning districts.

"' m curious why the requirenents or goals
of the noderate |owdensity residential zoning is not
addr essed here.

M5. NOE: If | may, M. Chairman and Menber
Little.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Pl ease.

M5. NOE: In Pinal County transm ssion
lines are permtted expressly in all zoning districts,
and the nonjurisdictional solar facility has been -- the
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conprehensi ve plan has been anmended to green energy
production which is intended specifically for |arge-scale
phot ovol tai ¢ generati on.

And so it would be consistent with existing
| and use. But transm ssion |lines are generally and
per haps the nost generously permtted in Pinal County
than in any other county that |'ve seen in Arizona.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MEMBER RI CHI NS:  Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Richins.

MEMBER RICHINS: Can you confirmthat -- so
noderate | owdensity residential, isn't that a genera
pl an designation or is that zoni ng?

M5. NOE: Excuse ne. Yes, that is -- that
i s general plan designation.

MEMBER RI CHINS: The zoning here is ag.

M5. NOE: The zoning is ag right now, yes.

MEMBER RICHI NS: Yeah. Gkay. Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Pl ease proceed. Is this a
good tine for another break?

THE COURT REPORTER: | never say no.

CHWN STAFFORD: (kay. Let's take a 10- to
15-m nute recess, then. W stand in recess.

(Recess from4:00 p.m to 4:20 p.m)
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CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record. M. Acken, please proceed.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairnman,
menbers of the Commttee. | believe we were concl uding
t he di scussion of existing | and uses, but before I nove
to future | want to confirmthat wwth M. Agner

BY MR ACKEN

Q Do you have any further thoughts with respect to

existing land uses at this tine?

A (M. Agner) No.

Q Thank you. So now let's turn to your eval uation

of future | and uses which is discussed and addressed in
both Exhibit B and as mapped in application Exhibit A-3
which is shown on the R-41.

A (M. Agner) Sure. So SWCA conpleted a review
of future and planned | and uses identified in the Pinal
County conprehensi ve plan, the Coolidge general plan,
Pinal County interactive mapping services, and our field
st udi es.

Future | and uses prescribed within the study
area are mapped on Exhibit A-3, and as shown on slide
R-41. The primary future |land uses include utility,

which we've identified as blue; residential, which we've

identified as light brown; public facilities, which we've

identified as purple; and comrercial uses, which is

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

114



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 229 VOLUME | 02/05/2024 115

I dentified as red.

Not ably, the El even M1l e Solar Center project
woul d be interspersed throughout nuch of the study area
and we've shown this on this map with the |ight gray
hat chi ng.

As a rem nder, Eleven Ml e Solar Center project
began construction in 2023 and is estimated to begin
operation this year.

The project would be conpatible with identified
future land uses for the region and is all owed under the
exi sting zoni ng.

Q In addition to finding out -- excuse ne. 1In an
attenpt to find out about other existing future plans --
boy, that was a nouthful -- other future plans in the
area of the project, did you send out Exhibit Hletters?

A (M. Agner) Yes. SWCA sent letters requesting
i nformation on any existing or planned devel opnents to 12
entities, and we received a response fromthe Arizona
Gane and Fish Departnent providing standard mtigation
recommendati ons for the project, which we will cover in
detail in the biology section shortly, and a response
fromthe Western Area Power Adm nistration thanking the
applicant for the notification, but not providing any
further comment.

A copy of both letters are included in the CEC

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 229 VOLUME | 02/05/2024 116

application in Exhibits H2 and H 3.

Q And what is your professional concl usion
regardi ng whet her this project as proposed is conpatible
with planned future | and uses in the study area?

A (M. Agner) Based on ny review of the planned
use of the study area, construction and operation of the
proj ect would be conpatible with future | and uses in the
region. And this is based on the planned sol ar
facilities that are currently under construction as well
as the numerous planned and existing transm ssion |ines
around the Pinal Central Substation.

Q Next, I'd |ike you to discuss your findings
regardi ng recreational resources described in application
Exhi bit F.

A (M. Agner) Sure. SWCA conpleted a review of
recreational resources within the study area using data
obtai ned from Pi nal County, Coolidge, and El oy.

O the recreational facilities identified by
these jurisdictions, the project crosses the Pinal County
fairgrounds. As part of the project coordination, the
appl i cant has been working with Pinal County and the fair
board on the portion of the project that crosses the
fairgrounds.

Additionally, a fair board nenber attended the
I n- person open house and provided comments on the
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project. The fair board nenber provided coment about
the project's inpacts to the fairgrounds as the project
coul d be used for carnival rides and parking. However,
the project would not interfere with these activities
once operational as rides and parking could still occur
in the immediate vicinity.

Additionally, for the portion of the project
crossing the fairgrounds, the applicant has sited the
project facilities to mnimze inpacts to the fairground
and to parallel existing facilities to the extent
practi cabl e, which has included reduci ng the project
right-of-way as it crosses the fairgrounds in
coordination with the fair board and Pinal County Staff.

The inplenentation of the project would have
m nimal inpact to existing recreational use in the
proj ect, because the applicant has consulted with and
will continue to consult with the appropriate officials
regarding the fairgrounds to mnimze inpacts to
recreational uses in this area.

The applicant has sited the project to avoid
crossing the Central Arizona Raceway track as we
di scussed earlier to parallel existing transm ssion

| ines, and has reduced the project right-of-way within

the fairground to mnimze recreational facility inpacts.

The project inplenentati on would have ni ni nal
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i npact to recreation in the study area or surrounding
regi on because i nplenentation would not bl ock access to
recreational areas.

Q So sumit all up for us. You've tal ked about
exi sting |l and use, future | and uses and recreation. \What
are your concl usions regardi ng the environnent al
conpatibility of this project with respect to those
resour ces?

A (M. Agner) So just to sumit up, the project
woul d be in unincorporated Pinal County and Coolidge. It
woul d parallel existing transmission |lines to the extent
practi cabl e and woul d cross parcels wth existing
agricultural vacant utility and recreational uses.

All of these existing |land uses are conpatible
with this project. The project is conpatible with the
Pi nal County conprehensi ve plan and pl anned use
desi gnations and with Pinal County zoning.

The project is also conpatible with the City of
Cool i dge general plan and the Gty of Coolidge
agricultural zoning district.

Additionally, there are numerous existing
pl anned and existing transmssion lines in the vicinity
that connect to the Pinal Central Substation. So
therefore we consider the project conpatible wth
exi sting and planned | and uses.
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Q And does your conclusion stand with respect to
the project being conpatible with existing and future
residential land uses in the study area?

A (M. Agner) Yes.

Q Okay. Thank you. Next we're going to turn to
your --

MEMBER RI CHI NS: Chai rman, before you nove
on.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Richins.

MEMBER RI CHINS: Has there been any like
applications or votes before the board of supervisors of
Pi nal County or any other entity that has indicated
their -- the statenment to support what the concl usion
M. Anger canme to? Agner. You're not mad. | can tell.

MR. ACKEN. That's ne.

MR, AGNER: | would -- actually the best
person to answer that nay be Ms. Noe who's been | egal
counsel for the county entitlenment process. She can
speak to it with a |ot nore know edge than certainly |
can.

M5. NOE: If | can clarify your question.
You're asking if Pinal County itself has determ ned that
it's --

MEMBER RICHINS: Yeah. |Is there -- no, has
t here been any vote on the general or m nor or mgjor
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general plan anmendnent, any vote on zoning, any type of
approval voting fromany Pinal County entity from board
of supervisors, planning and zoning or any other entity
like airport, fair board, | don't know, any of those

f ol ks.

M5. NOE: Understood. Yes, | can provide
an overview of everything that's progressed so far. In
2020 the project went through a nmajor conprehensive plan
amendnent process to redesignate the [ and from noderate
| ow-density residential to green energy production, which
is specifically flagged for large solar facilities in
Pinal County. And so the major conprehensive plan
anendnment has been conpl et ed.

| n August --

MEMBER RI CHINS: That was approved by the
board of supervisors?

M5. NOE: Board of supervisor

MEMBER RICHINS: And so then that now
resides in the subsequent conprehensive plan --

M5. NCE: Yes.

MEMBER RI CHI NS: Because they -- didn't
they do an update? Don't they usually do an update every
10 years?

M5. NOE: So they did the update in 2019
and we received approval in 2020.
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MEMBER RICHINS: Oh, so they changed it
fromthe 2019 pl an.

M5. NOE: Yes, sir.

MEMBER RI CHI NS: Okay.

M5. NOE: And then the process now as it
currently stands, in August 2022, the project submtted
an application for rezone with a PAD overlay. The rezone
request -- I'mnot sure nitty-gritty, I'Il keep it high
| evel , but happy to --

MEMBER RI CHI NS: PAD. Can you define PAD
for the --

M5. NOE: Yes, sir. So the rezone request
is to go fromagricultural land to industrial which is
marked as 1-3. The PAD or planned area overlay -- or
pl anned area devel opnment overlay, it's to specifically
limt the industrial use to a solar facility.

That alleviates the concerns we've heard
fromspecifically the city of Casa Grande and ot hers and
the public generally to reduce the potential for |arger
industrial facilities to be put in this |and other than
solar facilities. So that's the purpose of the
appl i cation.

MEMBER RI CHI NS: But no vote has been
conducted yet?

M5. NOE: There has been a vote from
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pl anni ng and zoni ng comm ssion. As you nmay know there's
been recent opposition fromcounty staff and the planning
and zoni ng conm ssion on sol ar projects.

So we did receive recomendati on for deni al
and we're noving forward to the board of supervisors in
the spring. | do want to alleviate, I'mforecasting a
potential concern, this would not be the first tinme and
not the first tine even in the | ast year that board of
supervi sors has approved a sol ar project that planning
and zoni ng has recommended for denial.

So, yes, we do have a reconmendation from
pl anni ng and zoni ng but we're pressing forward to board
of supervi sors.

MEMBER RICHINS: |If you receive a deni al
fromthe board of supervisors, and recogni zing the
nonj uri sdictional project in association with the gen-tie
that we're dealing with here, because whether or not you
get approved fromthe board of supervisors is inmateri al
to us, but the gen-tie is very material to us.

I f you do not receive an approval fromthe
board of supervisors, is the project likely to go
forward, be changed, continue to work on getting

approval ? \What does that | ook |ike --

M5. NOE: | am personally --
MEMBER RICHINS: -- in relation to us
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approving your certificate.

M5. NOE: Understood conpletely, and I
appreci ate the coment about the nonjurisdictional aspect
of the solar facilities.

"' m not confortable comrenting on
i kel i hood of things, but | can tell you that there are
avenues that are being explored for what one would do in
the event of board of supervisors denial.

The nost obvi ous exanple would be to
reapply after the nmonth, | think it's six-nonth, please
don't quote nme on that. That's an estinated after the
limt has -- the tine limt has el apsed we could reapply
for the sane rezone and PAD overl ay.

Alternately we coul d appeal the board of
supervisors in the Superior Court of Arizona, which we
may or may not do depending on findings of the board of
supervi sors and what ever they determ ne would be the
basis of denial if the denial is forthcomng. So there
are avenues to continue the project. | don't want to
weigh in on likelihood of it.

MEMBER RI CHI NS:  Sur e.

M5. NOE: But it's not a certainty that the
project is dead if we receive a denial fromthe board of
supervi sors.

MEMBER RICHINS: And then the last thing is
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the nonjurisdictional project is seeking probably a power
purchase agreenent with a utility through bid. And where
is that in the process and how does that relate back to
what we woul d be approving in our CEC here?

M5. NOCE: That is an excellent question and
| would like to direct the sane to our applicant,

Ms. DeSpain, if she would like to address the status of
t he power purchase agreenent for this project today.

M5. DESPAIN: Yes. At this tine |I'm not
able to provide comment on the status of the power
pur chase agreenent because it's subject to nondi scl osure
agr eenents.

MEMBER RI CHI NS: Ckay. Thank you.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: | just want to say
sonething for the record and also for the benefit of the
public. | understand that the line siting Conmttee has
to follow the -- what the ARS states. W have
jurisdiction on proposed plans generating 100 negawatts
or nore, and proposed aboveground transm ssion |ines
assi gned for 115kV or higher.

We have no jurisdiction over solar w nd or
any kind of renewable power. And | understand that those
are being regulated by | ocal governnents.
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My question is kind of in the |ikes of
Menmber Richins, | understand that Pinal County board of
supervisors rejected part of this project, but | want to
know i f anybody's aware of what they rejected. Was it
the solar part of this project or the 230kV gen-tie?

M5. NOE: If | may, the board of
supervisors has not rejected any portion of this project.
The board of supervisors has not -- they are the ultinmate
deciding authority on this issue, and we haven't gone
before themyet. W hope to go before themin the com ng
nont hs.

The way it works in Pinal County, you go
before the planning and zoni ng conm ssion and they nake a
recommendati on based on the facts to the board of
supervisors. W did receive a recommendation for deni al
from pl anni ng and zoni ng, but no decision from board of
supervisors. And, again, this would not be the first
time, this is not precedential for the board of
supervisors to rul e agai nst what the reconmmendati on was
fromeither county staff or from planning and zoni ng
commi ssi on.

MEMBER MERCER: Ckay. Thank you.

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairnman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: A question to Ms. Noe. You
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said the planning and zoni ng board deni ed sonet hi ng.
What did they deny? The whole thing or specific parts of
it or are you not allowed to answer that?

M5. NOE: It was all part of the public
process. |'m happy to answer that question. The
pl anni ng and zoni ng comm ssion is a recomendi ng
authority in Pinal County. And they're recomendi ng that
t he board of supervisors deny the solar -- the
nonj uri sdictional solar facility. They've not -- they
have no jurisdiction over the gen-tie |line and
transm ssion |lines are generally permtted in all zoning
districts in Pinal County.

MEMBER GOLD: Thank you.

M5. NCE: Yes.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you. 1'mgoing to go out
on a linb and start -- and turn to biol ogi cal resources.
BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Agner, describe your findings with respect
to areas of biological wealth as detailed in application
Exhi bit C.

A (M. Agner) Sure. So application Exhibit C
addresses species protected by federal or state laws in
pol i ci es because of their conservation status.
Application Exhibit C al so addresses whet her any areas
protected for conservation purposes are present in or
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near the vicinity of the project.

An SWCA bi ol ogi st conducted a field study to
docunent existing conditions on the project and to note
whet her habitat features inportant to any special status
t hreat ened or endangered species were present.

| nformati on was al so provided by the Arizona
Gane and Fish Departnent and collected fromthe United
States Fish and Wldlife Service to identify protected
species and their critical habitat and any protected
areas that may be present.

The Arizona Gane and Fi sh Departnment reply is
included in the application as Exhibit H2. A copy of
the CEC application was sent to the Fish Departnent on
Decenber 21, 2023, and we've received no reply to date.

Based on the desktop and field data coll ected,
SWCA concl uded that there are no areas of biol ogical
wealth within the project or study area. Additionally,
there is no designated or proposed critical habitat that
occurs with the project or study area.

And slide R-45 depicts typical habitat wthin
the project, which includes mannmade features such as
transm ssion |ines and natural features that woul d not
support protected species.

Q In light of the absence of areas of biol ogica
weal t h, how woul d you describe the inpacts, if any,
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associated with the project?

A (M. Agner) The project would result in m ninal
di sturbance to the | andscape which has already been
| argely converted from natural vegetation to other uses.

The smal | di sturbance footprint and rel ative
short tinme franme of construction would mnimnm ze mgratory
species inpacts and mgratory stopover habitat | oss.

As such, any |l oss of vegetation from
construction activities would not contribute neaningfully
to habitat fragnentation or decrease connectivity between
habi t at s.

Q In addition to areas of biological wealth, the
application conponents as set forth in the regul ation
requi red di scussion of biological resources nore
generally. Next, I'd like you to describe that
eval uati on which is found both in Exhibits C and Dto the
appl i cation.

A (M. Agner) So the project is not likely to
significantly affect any rare, endangered, or speci al
status species. No threatened or endangered species
| i sted under the Endangered Species Act are present in
the project or study area, and none would be affected by
t he proposed project.

The project and study area are within the known
range of the Monarch butterfly, but the Monarch butterfly
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is currently listed a candidate species. Habitat in the
project and study area may be suitable for use by the
Monarch butterfly, again a candi date speci es.

No plants in the mlkweed famly were observed
in the project. However, Mnarch butterflies may use
other plants in the project and study area for foraging
but not for reproduction.

As such, any potential project inpacts to the
Monarch butterfly would be m nor

A very small portion of suitable dispersal or
foragi ng habitat would be lost relative to the total
anmount of habitat in the vicinity. |Individual ©Monarchs
may be inpacted as a result of the project. However,

i ndi vi dual s woul d be expected to largely shift activity
to nearby suitable habitat.

The project may inpact vegetation and genera

wildlife tenporarily during construction. However, the

proj ect and study area have been previously disturbed and

the project will conply with applicable mtigation
nmeasur es.
Therefore, project inpacts to biol ogical
resources woul d be | ow.
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: | have a question that
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maybe is kind of general. But |I know that |aw asks the
applicant to |l ook at the project area, the study area.

| "' m concerned that in |ooking at just that
area, perhaps the assunption is nade that if there --
there was a species that, say, Mpnarch butterflies, that
there's lots of area outside of just that particul ar
however many square mles that turns out to be could use.

And |' m concerned about the cunul ative or
the effect of the cumulative change in this entire area
to solar fields and the transmission line. And |I'm
wondering if when you do your study if you just limt it
to that particular nunber of square mles that is the
study area or if you consider the fact that there are
acres and acres and acres and acres that is unusable al so
by the biol ogi cal species.

MR, AGNER. So when we go to review the
Arizona Ganme and Fi sh Departnent online environnental
review tool, that typically has a three- to five-mle
buffer radius that pools species that may be present or
their habitats that nmay be present within that three- to
five-mle radius.

So the desktop review that we use from
Arizona Gane and Fi sh Departnent does go outside that
one-mle study area to help identify any protected
species that nay be present within that |arger footprint.
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My under standing of the Fish and Wldlife
Service |PAC results is also it |ooks at a | arger
footprint than a one-mle radius. So even though our
inventory is focused on that one-mle footprint, the
deskt op data which we base our field efforts on, which
would tell us, on a |arger footprint what species or
their habitats may be present in that |arger area, that
hel ps informour field studies even if it gets restricted
down to that one-mle footprint.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Agner, given the absence of threatened and
endangered species that are listed at this tinme, and I
beli eve you indicated m ninmal inpacts, what mtigation
nmeasures are appropriate for this project?

You did in your prior response, | think you
i ndi cated that there would be standard mtigation
nmeasures. \What are you tal king about there? Wat are we
| ooki ng at?

A (M. Agner) That's correct. So standard
mtigati on nmeasures that would be inplenented for the
proj ect would be typical for projects of this type, and
i ncl ude recommendati ons provided in the previously
mentioned |etter by the Arizona Gane and Fi sh Depart nent.

These neasures would include efforts such as
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preconstruction surveys, conpliance with the Arizona
Native Plant Law, and conpliance with standards provided
by the Avian Power Line Interaction Conmmttee, which
mnimzes the risk of electrocution for |arge birds.
Again, as part of standard practice, the
applicant would conply with the Arizona Gane and Fi sh
gui delines for handling protected ani nal species shoul d
any be encountered during construction and operation of
t he project.
The application would also consult with the
Arizona Ganme and Fi sh Departnment and the US Fi sh and
WIldlife Service as appropriate on other issues
concerning wldlife.
Q What's your overall conclusion with respect to
the project's conpatibility for biological resources?
A Based on SWCA' s eval uation, the devel opnent and
operation of the project would be conpatible with
w ldlife and plant species as well as the affected
habi t at .
MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Agner. At this
time 1'"mgoing to pass the baton back to Ms. Noe.
BY MS. NOCE:
Q Al right. M. Petry, let's talk about visua
resources. |If | could ask a few questions about
Exhibit E to the CEC application. Could you pl ease
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descri be SWCA' s findings regardi ng visual resources?

A (M. Petry) Certainly. 1n order to assess the
potential visual inpacts with the project, we conpleted a
vi sual resource inventory and overall study to identify
and characterize three primary things: First being
scenery, existing scenery; the existing scenic quality;
and the identification of sensitive viewers wthin the
project region in order to identify ultinmately the | evel
of visual nodification that would result fromthe
proj ect.

So that first thing, scenery, use existing
scenery wthin the project study area is nostly open,
sone panoram c views that include, you know, views to the
Sacat on nountains, the Picacho nountains, the Silver Bell
nmount ai ns as wel |, distant background views consist of a
| ot of that existing transm ssion infrastructure that
we' ve tal ked about today.

Also in view woul d be sone of the agricultural
operations, transportation facilities and then sone of
the residences as well.

Human devel opment within that area is largely
characterized as agricultural and supporting electrical
transm ssi on.

The second thing we | ooked at, scenic quality,
the scenic quality wthin the study area is considered to
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be generally relatively | ow based on the general |ack of
visually interesting land forns and nati ve vegetation
with the dom nant views and, you know, focal features,
agai n being sone of that infrastructure that we discussed
previ ously.

The |l ast thing we | ooked at woul d be the
sensitive viewer types, and there are three types of
sensitive viewers that we identify. Those include
residential viewers, the nearest of which we've tal ked
about, that residential area in the center of the project
study area.

As well as the recreational viewers.
Recreational viewers are primarily found at Pinal County
fairgrounds and the racetrack facilities there, as well
as sone dispersed recreation throughout the study area,
pl aces where one could ride a bike or go for a walk,

t hose types of things.

And then the last sensitive viewer type that we
| ook at would be travel route viewers or those viewers
that woul d experience views while traveling, while
driving al ong the roadways.

And the primary travel routes that we see within
the city area would be State Route 287 and then El even
Mle Corner, the road that runs north to south adjacent
to the Pinal Central substation
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And in order to illustrate the potential inpacts
of the project, we identified four key observati on points
or KOPs neant to represent sone of those sensitive viewer
types. Those are shown on the map on slide R-47.

And with those, each one of those represents the
KOP | ocation. So, for exanple, I'Il go ahead and point
this out on the screen. You can see KOP-1 shown on the
map right here, indicating a red dot. And fromthat dot
you can see a cone shape that extends to the south.

That dot represents the | ocation from which the
key observation point is placed, and where photos were
t aken, where sinul ations were devel oped.

The cone represents the field of view fromthat
| ocation, the area that would be seen in both the
exi sting condition photograph as well as the proposed
si nmul ati on.

And again we placed those in four |ocations
around the project study area there.

Q And M. Petry, how did you determ ne the
| ocation fromwhich those key observation points should
have been pl aced?

A (M. Petry) Yeah. W generally try to |locate
those in areas where we think the greatest inpact woul d
be experienced. W want to identify themin | ocations
where, first of all, the sensitive viewers are | ocat ed.
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Where there wll be views of the project.

And then in areas where we think inpacts wll be
greatest. So that we can denonstrate that potenti al
gr eat est i npact.

In this case here |I can kind of point out the

specifics of where each of those four KOPs were pl aced

and why.

The first one, the easternnost KOP, again, at
Pinal County fairgrounds is -- and we saw it in the
virtual tour as well. 1It's representative of the

recreational views to the south across Pinal County
fairgrounds.

Movi ng over to KOP-2 on the far west side of the
project, this is representative of vehicul ar views,
travel route viewers along Tweedy Road, as well as sone
of the existing residents on the far western side of this
residential area.

Next we have KOP-3, which is fromwthin the
residential area in the central portion there and this
I's, again, representative of the residential views
| ooking to the east/southeast. That is where you can see
a portion of the line as it turns fromnorth to south to
east and west along the existing transm ssion |line
al i gnment .

And then lastly, key observation point 4, KOP-4
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I's, again, representative of residential views from
w thin the adjacent community and agai n designed to show
an area where we think there will be high inpacts as a
result of high visual inpacts. Trying to denonstrate
that very clearly what the potential inpacts of the
proj ect m ght be.

And so we placed these KOPs in areas where we
can denonstrate that.

Q Can you please, beginning first with the key
observation point nunber 1, walk the Comm ttee through
the visual sinulation?

A (M. Petry) You bet. So first what ['Il do is
qui ckly orient the Commttee with what these sinulations
actually show. There are a couple inages on the screen.
"Il start with the upper inage on the left. That
represents the existing condition, essentially what you
m ght see in the field today. The |ower inmage --

MEMBER GOLD: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber ol d.

MEMBER GOLD: A question. You said
observation point 1. |I'mlooking at the thing and I

don't see any nunbers on the observation points. Which

one is 17
MR. PETRY: KOP-1 is the --
MEMBER GOLD: |'m | ooking at your nap of
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your observation points, the slide before this one.
VWi ch one is 1?

MR. PETRY: KOP-1 is located on the far
eastern area of the study area.

MEMBER GOLD: Which is 2?

MR. PETRY: No, that -- which is 2?

VMEMBER GOLD: Yeah.

MR. PETRY: Wuld be on the far western
porti on.

VMEMBER GOLD: And 37

MR. PETRY: Central southern.

MEMBER GOLD: And 4 would be the top one?

MR. PETRY: Correct.

MEMBER GOLD: Next question. Each of those
observation points is about 45 degrees. Visual is about
180 degrees. So this is only showing a small cut of what
people will see when they're standing there. Am|
understanding that correctly or am| m ssing sonethi ng?

MR. PETRY: You are understanding the
concept as we presented it correctly. The view ng cones,
the blue cones that you see on the screen are
representative, generally representative of the field of
view that one m ght see fromthose |ocations. The --

MEMBER GOLD: So it's not the whole field
of view, it's just representative --
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MR. PETRY: No, and you'll be able to see
that in the next -- sorry to speak over you, Menber ol d.
You'll be able to see that in the next sinulations that
it is an expansive view. These are panoram c photographs
that are designed to replicate as close as possi bl e what
woul d be experienced by a human when viewi ng in the
field.

MEMBER GOLD: Thank you.

MR. PETRY: | appreciate your clarifying
guesti on.

Okay. So here we are at key observation
point 1. Again, this is key observation point from
wthin the Pinal County fairgrounds. And it's a viewto
the south, |ooking towards the existing transm ssion
infrastructure and sone of the fair facilities in that
ar ea.

And again, we saw this in the virtual tour
earlier. What you see, again, just to orient the
Committee with what these sinulations actually show, in
exi sting condition photograph up top, a sinulated
condi tion bel ow shows that existing condition with
project facilities superinposed.

In the upper right you will see the view ng
| ocation. Again, this is the map that's representative
of the KOP | ocation and the area that's being vi ened.
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And bel ow that would be the typical 230kV structures.
This is representative of the structures that were
i ncluded in this sinulation.

So what we want to point out, this
simulation in particular is that, you know, in the upper
I mage you see again sone of the existing transm ssion
I nfrastructure, that includes both 230 and 500kV, sone of
exi sting 115kV that runs out of ED- 2, that's Pina
Central, and this region on the far left.

And then the sinulating condition
phot ograph bel ow, you see the sane but with project
facilities added in. And this is a portion where the
proj ect would extend east to west across the Pinal County
fairgrounds over into the east into Pinal Central
Subst ati on.

Based on our analysis on this particul ar
KOP, excuse ne, and this particular visual sinmulation,
again representative of recreational viewers, we
anticipate that the lines, fornms, colors, textures and
overall scale of the project would be simlar in
appearance to that of the existing transm ssion
infrastructure and overall existing |andscape.

Despite the proximty to these facilities
and the long potential duration of view, the project
woul d be visible. It would begin to attract attention
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but woul d be subordinate to the other features in the
| andscape, and therefore we woul d consider visual inpacts
to recreational viewers at KOP-1 to be | ow

"1l step into the next sinulation now.
This is from key observation point 2, and this is
representative of travel route viewers traveling al ong
Sout h Tweedy Road and David Road. And this is also
representative of sone of the residential viewers wthin
that residential area there.

What you see within this photo, again in
t he upper, would be the roadway in the foreground, sone
of the existing agricultural fields on the left and
m ddl e ground, as well as an existing residence |ocated
in the center of the existing condition photograph. That
resident is actually the owner of the property, the solar
facility property itself. He's planning to, as we
understand it, stay within that honme should this project
nmove forward and continue to live and work in the region

here as wel | .

BY MS. NCE:
Q If | may pause for a quick clarifying question
M. Petry.

Is it your understanding that that's his primary
resi dence, the | andowner?
A (M. Petry) Yes, that is ny understanding.
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Q Thank you. Please continue with the sinulation

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | realize it's
nonj uri sdi ctional, but how much of the property in that
view w || be covered by sol ar panels?

MR. PETRY: Well, what | would use to base
my response to that question on, Menber Little, would be
t he mapping that we have done that represents the area of
the solar field.

| don't have any engineering docunments or
anything that would tal k about the density of devel opnment
there, but based on the |ayout -- or excuse ne -- based
on the area of the planned requested solar facility, this
agricultural region here would potentially have sol ar
panels on it.

You can see on sone of the mapping, for
example, in particular future | and use map, the areas
that -- if | hold it correctly -- have been identified as
the solar facility in the black hatching.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ri ght.

MR. PETRY: \What we're | ooking at right now
is the project substation in the small orange square.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Correct.

MR. PETRY: And so the entire area here to
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the south and north could be future solar facility.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

M5. NCE: |If | nmy supplenent that answer
froma |l egal perspective, the nonjurisdictional facility
will be subject to county setbacks and ot her
requirenents. So we can't comment on how many sol ar
panels will be in the area, but it will adhere to the
requi red setbacks that the county requires.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Richins.

MEMBER RI CHINS: Renmind nme, what was your
conclusion for the visual inpact on this viewpoint?

MR, PETRY: Fromthis viewoint we're
representing two different views. One would be the
travel route viewers as seen fromthe roadway, and what
we say froma travel route viewer is in terns of their
potential inpact as a result of shorter duration of view,

and sone of the existing intervening elenents such as

specifically the existing distribution lines |ocated here

and in the background, we would anticipate a | ow i npact
to travel route viewers fromthis |ocation

And, again, that's largely due to the
antici pated duration of view Wth travel route viewers
you consider a |l ess sensitive viewer than other viewer
types such as recreational or residential viewers.
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MEMBER RI CHI NS:  So, Chairnman, what woul d
it take for it to be considered high on a travel route
viewer? Like the pull off to the side and gaze at it? |
mean -- | nmean, that's just, this feels really oddly
subj ecti ve.

Because, | nean, it's a substation sitting
out there pretty starkly. | just challenge that
conclusion a little bit. | get you're driving by, but |
nmean, you're seeing it and it's -- there's no masking it,
right? So I'mjust -- you' ve been before this Commttee
11 times. Have you ever found a high visual inpact for
anyt hi ng?

MR, PETRY: Certainly. And we wll speak
to some of the --

MEMBER RI CHINS: Can you wal k t hrough that
alittle bit so we can just understand what that | ooks
li ke?

MR. PETRY: You bet.

MEMBER RICHINS: So we have a conpari son.

MR, PETRY: Absolutely. And | appreciate
the question, Menber Richins. So I think, first of all
| want to clarify that we are tal king about inpacts as a
result of the transmssion line itself, not the
substati on.

MEMBER RI CHI NS: Okay.
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MR. PETRY: Because the substation, a
|l egal -- a legal point to nake, but considered
nonjurisdictional. So we're tal king about the
transm ssion |ine structures thensel ves outside of the
project substation. And in this --

MEMBER RICHINS: Hold on. Hold on. Can we
clarify that? 1Is that the gen-tie only extends to the
power line into -- it doesn't include the takeoff point?

CHW STAFFORD: It doesn't include the
pol es, the structures inside the substation, and it
doesn't include the substation itself.

MEMBER RI CHINS: Ckay. Thank you. Just
wanted to nmake sure we had that on the record.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Acken, is that -- would
you agree with that interpretation of what the existing
definition of transm ssion line entails?

MR, ACKEN. | would. Thank you for the
opportunity to comment, but yes, that accurately states
the common and | think universal understanding at this
tine.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Pl ease proceed.

MR. PETRY: Thank you.

The second question that | think I heard
you ask, or a question | think | heard you ask was what
woul d -- what woul d cause a high inpact for a travel
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route viewer. And when we think about high inpacts to
travel route viewers, we think about roadways or scenic
byways t hat have specific designation for their visua
characteristics, areas where there are, you know, we

thi nk about State Route 74 is an exanple, outside of
Phoeni x here, where there are specific designations that
you travel along that state route for regulating
potential inpacts to views within a distance of that
roadway.

So in locations where there are specific
gui delines or objectives in terns of visual or scenic
resources, that's where we would be nore likely to see
potential higher inpacts associated with travel route
viewers. O if there are, you know, facilities that wl
be during a long duration of view, for exanple,
facilities that travel adjacent to roadways, where
they're going to be viewed for | onger periods of tinme as
opposed to traveling underneath for a brief nonent.

MEMBER RICHINS: Chairman. M. Petry,
thank you for that explanation. | think that hel ps
clarify kind of the difference between what a | ow and a
hi gh would be for me. | nean, | appreciate that. So
basically the conclusion you're saying here is there's
really nothing interesting to | ook at.

MR, PETRY: No, | wouldn't go that far.
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MEMBER RI CHI NS: No?

MR. PETRY: That's not what | -- that's not
what |'msaying or intending to say. | think that there
are existing facilities that already create contrast in
the environnent, visual contrast, and those include sone
of the existing transm ssion or distribution
Infrastructure. Sone of the other built facilities
W thin the environnent there.

And because that contrast has al ready been
i ntroduced, the addition of project facilities would be
less jarring to a viewer.

MEMBER RI CHI NS: Thank you.

MR. PETRY: You bet.

BY MS. NCE:

Q M. Petry, keeping with key observation point
nunber 2, we've discussed the travel viewers. Can you
tell us alittle bit nore about the residential viewer
I npact ?

A (M. Petry) Certainly. And | think this really
gets to the question that Menber Richins posed there as
wel | .

VWhat | want to point out before | nobve on to the
next slide, in order to respond to that question,
Ms. Noe, is we nentioned that key observation point is
representative of both travel route and residenti al
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Vi ewers.

And the residences nearest to this |ocation
woul d be slightly to the right of the view you see now.

If you |l ook at the far right of both of those inmages, you
can just see the distribution line that runs north and
south al ong the east side of this roadway. You can al so
see just a bit of the existing vegetation that borders
that house, the nore -- the nost northwestern house

wi thin that devel opnment area there.

And that's the location fromwhere we woul d be
representing residential views of this area. And what we
want to point out, | nove to the next slide that gives a
better perspective of what that residential view m ght
be.

You see fromthis image we are | ooking north;
right? As we nove to the next slide, we're | ooking
south. So we are |ooking south from State Route 287 at
this | ocation.

And what you see on the far right of slide R-50
woul d be the agricultural field that we were | ooking at a
nmonment ago. Right in this general vicinity is where the
proj ect substation is proposed.

This is the roadway we were | ooking north on
previously. W are now | ooking south. The distribution
lines we saw on the right side of the road are now goi ng
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to be on the left on the eastside. And that vegetation
that we saw around the hone is right here.

And you can see on the west side of the hone
sone of the existing vegetation that woul d screen sone of
their views to the west as well as some of the existing
vegetation along the north side that woul d screen sone of
the views to the north as well.

And so as part of our assessnent to understand
what the potential inpacts to the residential viewers
fromthis location, we, again, base that off of the
exi sting environment, |ooking at what sone of the
exi sting vertical features m ght be.

And we determ ned that the lines, again, the
lines, forns, colors, textures and scale of the project
facilities would be simlar in appearance to the
di stribution lines and other infrastructure within the
exi sting | andscape.

And, again, as a result of that simlarity and
sone of the existing screening, the project visual i|npact
to the residential viewers at this |ocation are expected
to range fromlow to nedium up to a nedi um i npact.

Largely driven by sonme of the screening that
exi sts at that location as well as sone of those existing
primarily distribution infrastructure specifically
adj acent to that hone today.
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Q If the Commttee decides to take the tour
tonmorrow, will this be a stop along the way?

A (M. Petry) Absolutely. Yeah, we have designed
our route tour stops to try to show, again, try to show
those areas of greatest potential inpact and we feel this
is likely one of them

So this also being at the far, far western
portion of the project near the project substation, we
have identified a route tour stop basically right where
we're | ooking now Just a little bit south of 287 right
near this general area.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Question for M. Petry.
Fol | owi ng up on what Menber Little said a nonent ago --
or asked a nonent ago, when you tal k about high, nmedium
or low inpact, and then | think I heard and understood
your answer to that, I'mwondering is there a checkli st
that you had in your training or is there a governnental
checklist that says we check a 1 to 10 scale? O who
does the checking? Fill me in on that. |'mjust dunb as
a box of rocks.

MR, PETRY: | would be happy to fill you
in. No, | don't believe you are dunb as a box of rocks.
| would like to point out sone information in the
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application itself that speaks directly to your question.

If we ook at Exhibit E in the CEC
application, | believe that's SD-1.

MEMBER KRYDER: | have Exhibit E in front
of ne.

MR. PETRY: We can look at the -- there's
an overview and a net hodol ogy, and the net hodol ogy
section there tal ks about how we go through this process
in sonme detail, but the overview before that kind of
gi ves an overview of the process we go through and where
that's been devel oped.

This is a process that was devel oped by
federal agencies typically used by the Bureau of Land
Managenent and the United States Forest Service when they
are giving and doing -- conpleting visual resource
inventories for their lands. |It's an established process
t hat has been used in |arge-scal e devel opnment and
| andscape-| evel projects. W enploy that in this type of
project as well. You can --

MEMBER KRYDER: So sonmewhere in your notes
you' ve got a checklist that goes through and says,
following the criteria you just nentioned, sonehow,
sonehow, see, that's where | get stuck. Sonehow what do
you do physically, what did you do that says this is a
| ow i npact area or nmedium or high? Tell nme how you go
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about that.

MR, PETRY: Certainly. And | wll start by
saying that that analysis is conpleted by our visual
resource professions within SWCA

MEMBER KRYDER:  Ckay.

MR, PETRY: | personally did not conplete
the analysis. | oversaw its conpletion wth our visual
resources team And these are practitioners within the
vi sual resources industry who are well seasoned in
conpl eting these types of anal yses on | andscape-| evel
projects for these types of agencies that develop this
nmet hodol ogy.

The net hodol ogy that we enployed is
illustrated and descri bed, again, on pages E-1 and E-2.
And there is specific information on page E-2 that talks
about the inpact thresholds for this assessnment and how

t hose are characteri zed.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you. [|I'm
going to just have to do sone honework. | guess |'I|
have to stay awake and sonehow -- because this is really
confusing to ne. It's like |I do a fair amount of cooking

and | don't nean to get off of your topic, and | find
that the people who eat ny cooking vary fromzero to 10,
you know, if you look at a particular serving sonebody
says, man, that's -- that's great.
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And sonebody over here yeah, but think
about this, Kryder. And so |I'mgoing to have to try,
maybe you can talk with nme afterward or sonething. But
don't get it, if you don't -- if you can't put it into
nunbers, you don't have it.

Ckay? And if you'll talk with me afterward
and show me how you get a visual of this thing right here
in front of us into a nunber and call that a 4 or a 9 or
sonething on a zero-to-10 scal e and what boxes you
checked in order to get there, 1'd really feel
appreciative of learning so | know it for the next tine
at | east.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Kryder, that w ||
not be possible, that would be an ex-parte conmuni cati on.
They're not -- they can't speak to the nmerits of the
project to us --

MEMBER KRYDER:  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: -- outside the presence of
both parti es.

MEMBER KRYDER: G ve ne sonething to read.

CHW STAFFORD: He can provi de sonething on
the record that, you know, references on the record that
you could read, but he can't privately provide you with
I nformati on about this.

MEMBER KRYDER: | woul d appreciate that.
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Thank you, Chairman.

MEMBER SOVERS: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. Menber Soners.

MEMBER SOVERS: | apol ogi ze, but | do need
to |l eave the neeting to attend a council neeting.

CHW STAFFCORD: No apol ogy necessary.
Thank you for attending.

MEMBER SOMERS:. Thank you, sir, see you
t onorr ow.

CHW STAFFORD: See you tonorrow.

We're here after five o' clock. W have --
we need to switch over to public comment for 5:30. |
think we shoul d probably stop here, take a recess until
5:30 to cone back for public comment. | know we have
sone people here that are waiting to talk. Before we do
that, |I think we need to address the issue of a tour.

| think that we should definitely do a
tour. | think that given the |location and the interest
of the local residents that it would be -- we would be
derelict in our duty if we didn't take a physical tour.
| don't think we need to put it to a vote formally, but I
think that -- | nmean, if any nmenbers woul d object to a
tour, speak now but otherw se we shall conduct one
t onor r ow nor ni ng

MEMBER KRYDER: Terrific.
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CHW STAFFCORD: All right, thank you.
M. Acken, you have an exhibit that tal ks about --
describes the tour route and itinerary.
MR, ACKEN. W do. For this I'mgoing to
ask M. Petry to describe it and talk about -- while he's

getting set up -- because we mght need to prepare to
just nove |locations slightly because conditions are wet
out there already. And then | think our notice says we
can start at nine a.m, but we'll have the buses
avai | abl e before that tine. And be able to head on down
the road. |Is that enough intro, M. Petry?

MR, PETRY: Thank you, M. Acken.
M. Acken is correct, we do anticipate buses arriving
about 8:30 tonorrow norning and we antici pated | eavi ng by
nine. W have three proposed route tour stops. One
being the location |I described previously near Tweedy
Road south of 287, south Route 287. The second stop
being at the intersection of the alignnment of Al exis Lane
and State Route 287 which is the northernnost portion of
the corridor as defined in case 212.

And then the third stop woul d be near,
at/near the Pinal Central Substation. And a great
| ocation to see sone of that existing and under
construction devel opnent at and around Pinal Central.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you. So
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the plan will be we will convene in the | obby at nine.
We'll go on the record, state the route and you can give
us an overview what we'l|l be | ooking at each stop and

then we' Il go off the record, board the bus. And there
won't be any deliberations or questioning during the bus
ride itself.

That will all have to wait until we get to
each stop, at which point we'll get off the bus, set up
the court reporter, and then take questions on the record
from nmenbers to the applicant.

All right. Wth that, let's go into recess
until 5:30 at which point we will begin public coment.
We stand in recess.

(Recess fromb5:15 p.m to 5:31 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go on the record.

Now is the time set for public comment on
line siting case 229. W have a nunber of people in the
roomto make comment. First is Brenda Hi scox. Please
cone to the podi um

M5. HISCOX: Hi, ny nanme i s Brenda Hi scox,
and woul d you like nmy address? Do you need that for the
record?

CHW STAFFORD: You don't need to state it.
We have it on the sign-in sheet.

M5. H SCOX: Great. Thank you so nuch.
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| understand that is not a neeting about
solar. That given, this all ties together and I'll try
to be brief. 1In 2020, the Pinal County supervisors
approved the zone change for this project.

However, we were just at the planning and
zoning commttee neeting where this zone change was being
revisited, and was denied with zero comm ssioners voting
for approval .

Both staff and commi ssi oners recomend
denyi ng noving forward to the county supervisors. Wat
have we | earned since 2020 and why that deci sion?
Primarily tax benefits are not what the conpany's
advertised. One conpany courting Coolidge stated their
project would bring in 1.5 mlIlion per year for 30 years.
In truth, this is ten years, and at a declining rate
until the tenth year when it is the |lowest tax rate.

Because this is not a solar neeting |' m not
going into the jobs created by solar which is three to
five for this project which is what they said at the
pl anni ng and zoni ng neeting, and the nunber of jobs that
woul d be | ost taking away this | and out of agricul tural
producti on.

Looking at the Invenergy nmap, the areas of
blue are indicated as solar, and the areas of tan from
what |'mreading are residential. At the planning and

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

157



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 229 VOLUME | 02/05/2024

zoning neeting at Pinal County, a firefighter spoke about
the fire toxicity should the battery storage facility
catch on fire. He said these fires burn for weeks,

rel easi ng toxins throughout the atnosphere.

Commi ssi oner Mani nga expressed the concern
of lawsuits fromresidents that would potentially
bankrupt the County of Pinal. Coolidge residents have
beconme aware of 16 acres of proposed utility solar only
after the City had approved 8,000 acres.

Citizens United participated and hal ted any
new utility solar projects within the city of Coolidge
except for a small area we call the solar overlay. W
were always told the kV Iines running down Valley Farns
Road were for future -- the future north/south freeway.
Now we understand they were always intended for the
Val l ey Farnms solar project with SRP

There is a solar conpany in Tenpe whose
busi ness nodel states, "Uility-scale solar should not be
| ocat ed anywhere near where people live, work, play, or
have their land investnents." This business nodel seens
to be the new standard we have been successful in
convi ncing both the city of Coolidge and the county
novi ng forward.

Speaki ng on the El even M| e project |ooking
where we are today conpared to where we were when it was
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approved, there is nore and nore pushback fromresidents
in the city of Coolidge, |eadership who have taken the
attitude we have approved 16 percent of the city of

Cool idge for green energy and that is enough. They're
not in favor of this, by the way.

Wiile we petitioned the Cty of Coolidge
and the county against utility solar near people, we
hired M. Joshua Wite, a climatol ogist, to speak before
the city and the county regarding the environnental
i npact of solar -- of utility solar.

Pi nal supervisors just held their 2023
citizen engagenent awards. Supervisor Kevin Cavanaugh,
District 1, awarded his recipient and | quote, Supervisor
Cavanaugh awarded his nom nee after county nmanagenent
invited a professor to tell the board that sol ar panels
pose no harmto the environment. Supervisor Cavanaugh's
reci pient found an expert in environnmental sciences who
found otherwse. |In other words, solar is toxic to the
envi ronnent .

I n conclusion, none of the prom ses made or
needs of Invenergy natter here at all. The voters of
Pi nal County do not want our county to becone a utility
solar wasteland filled with ugly power lines, especially
when the power is going to Maricopa County and California
and especially when our water wll be converted to
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muni ci pal .

Qur position between southern cities of --
the southern cities of Chandl er and Queen Creek | ends us
to becom ng the next great comrunity nodel ed after Queen
Creek. In fact, | have spoken to the devel opnent
busi ness partner for Steve Sossaman of Queen Creek, and
he agrees, our location in Pinal County provides
limtless potential but no potential if we continue down
the utility solar path.

Thank you for your tinmne.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Thank you for
your comrents.

Up next we have Noah Hi scox.

MR, HI SCOX: Thank you for giving ne a
mnute to talk. |1've been a farner here in Pinal County
for going on 45 years. And the Roberts famly, which
is -- this is their property that SunDog is going to
build on, good friends of ne and ny famly for all these
years and hopefully we can remain good friends. W're
just on opposite sides of this issue with sol ar.

|"d like to just kind of clarify alittle
bit. Pinal County did nake a general plan anendnent in
1920 (sic) for a renewabl e energy project. The zoning
was not granted and that's what's going to cone up.
That's what we're going to be voting on soon.
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And it was already discussed earlier,
staff, Pinal County staff and the PNC board, the
comm ssioners, staff recommended denial of this project.
And the reason is -- well, I'll go into sone of the
reasons.

And the PNC board, the comm ssioners
unani nously voted to deny it, and reason, they discovered
that there's actually a net loss in property tax val ues
with solar projects, as opposed to just leaving it as
agricul tural .

And if you | ook carefully at the fornula
that was set up by the State, it's a 10-year declining
rate. The first year is 4 percent of basically
50 percent of the project tinmes 100 percent, and the
second year is 4 percent of 50 percent times 90 percent,
and it continues to go down until you're getting into
year 10 where it's actually in year 10, it's 100 percent
of 50 percent of the value tinmes 10 percent. And then at
year 11 it goes to the |owest tax rate and it renains
t here.

And so the people that are enpl oyed on
those farns and the machinery that's bought and the
fertilizer and all the other expenses, and the people
that work there, the taxes they pay on hones and
purchases, et cetera, it actually wll exceed what the
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county is going to receive, if it's a solar project.

Once it's a solar project, there's usually
only one, two, three enployees. Wen it's being built,
they're all out-of-state workers. And also there's no
tax paid on sales tax on the solar project |like this.

| just wanted to clarify that.

And I'd like to say just in closing that
city of Coolidge, for exanple, which is where we reside,
they had al ready approved over 8300 acres of solar in the
city limts. Coolidge is a very small city and they
finally realized wait a mnute, that's enough. W got to
stop. Eloy has approved far nore than that and they al so
have all taken the sane exanple as Coolidge and realized
that, oops, that's enough. W need to stop.

| " m hopi ng that our solar overlay that
we've instituted in the Cty of Coolidge, any new
conpani es that want to cone in and start another sol ar
project, they're show ng that overlay and said, okay,
this is -- these 8300 acres have received a conditional
use permt, if you want to build a solar project you have
to do it within those boundaries. But we're not going to
approve any new.

And El oy went ahead and fol |l owed our
exanple and they're of the sanme opinion. So | wsh the
best to the Roberts famly, but | just feel very strongly
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that we really need to stop, and if solar panels are
going to be built, they need to be built away from where
people live, work or play, not -- especially not on
fertile farm ground.

And San Carl os ground which is where this

project is proposed to be is -- it has a renewabl e source
of energy. It has rain and snow. And Coolidge dam hol ds

that water in storage and it's brought down the Gla
Ri ver and then through the canal system So we're pretty
green to start with. And it's ny opinion that this is
not green. So I'll just say that's all and thank you for
listening to ne.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Up next we have Janet Devan, and please, if
| m spronounce your name, correct ne. Thank you. Please

approach the m crophone so we hear you and get you on the

record.

M5. DEVAN. | do have sone maps of our own
that 1'd like to pass out. Can we -- is that okay if we
do that?

CHWN STAFFORD:. Yes, please provide a copy
to the applicant, one to each nenber of the Cormttee and

one for the court reporter.

M5. DEVAN.  Well, 1'mJanet Devan. | think
nost of you may have figured out where | |ive already.
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But it's on the corner of Alexis Lane, it's on the corner
where this project is being applied for in the comunity
t here.

| wanted to just start out -- well, first
of all, I want to apol ogize. | have spent so nuch
sl eepless tine over this whole project, and | got pretty
excited there and di sturbed the begi nning of our neeting.
So forgive ne for that. | do apol ogi ze.

| thought that since | wote down conments
as all of you were speaking and as the presentation is
going on here, | just want to just wite nmy -- just read
my comments to start. Because I'll forget themif |
don't do it that way.

| heard comments from sone of the panel
today as the maps were going up on the screen. |
heard -- | heard soneone say, wow, there's a | ot going on
there. There's a lot of electrical equipnent going in.
| heard soneone say, wow, that's a pretty tight box.

It's filled with a | ot of electrical equipnent, a |ot of
lines, a lot of poles. And | heard soneone say about the
existing corridor, that there's a |lot there.

And there really is. W are just |oaded
with power |ines and solar panels. Al the properties
around our subdivision are just |oaded with electrica
equi pnrent now. All the different conpani es have put
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their solar panels in. Osted is in the mddle --
actually ending, getting to the end of their project.
So many thousands of acres of solar panel

everywhere and then Orsted al so has a huge substation in

the area of Pinal County fairgrounds. It's just
enornous, and | hope that you'll be able to see that
while you're here. It just tells you what is happening

in our whole community. And why we're here trying to say
enough i s enough.

We do wonder why this tie line could not be
run parallel with existing lines. And we hear that the
pat hway cannot be shared or will not be shared, but we
wonder if nore noney was paid conpanies m ght be nore
open to sharing their pathways and keeping the electrical
| i nes where they already are running.

And we al so wonder why the substation could
not be put into an area where it would not be so
offensive. | realize that the reason for that is
dollars. And so SunDog is of course trying to --

I nvenergy is trying to put this project through where
it's going to cost the | east anbunt of noney and they can
make the nost profit, but really there's so nuch | and out
there and there's so many ot her places where the lines
and the substation could go.

My ot her comments here, we have been
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tal ki ng now wth SunDog today and we've had two or three
conversations with them W' ve asked them what the
possibilities are of anything changing in this project.
They've told us that they're willing to discuss hel ping
the | ooks of the project but they're not willing to

di scuss any changes in the route of the project. O the
subst ati on.

So there's not a |lot to discuss, really.
We've invited themto our home at any tinme -- any tine in
the next few days, they could just nane the tinme and we
woul d be there and show themthe whol e | ocation. So
we'll see, you know, |'ve just left it open to them and
we' d be happy to have them cone out and | ook around.

But, again, they're telling us that they
wi Il not discuss anything about noving the |lines or the
substation. They don't want to tal k about that.

| noticed on the sinmulated pictures of our
nei ghbor hood that were put up, all of themwere not to
scale. And maybe that's what happens when you're trying
to take a wide view picture of an area. It gets
di storted.

| know that when |'ve | ooked at houses on
Real tor.comand | | ook at a kitchen and the kitchen | ooks
like it just goes for mles. And the refrigerator | ooks
that wde, and it's because of the |l ens of the canera
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they're using, it nmakes everything | ook bigger and
| onger.

And | think that's what's happening with
the pictures that you' ve been shown of the nei ghborhoods
and the houses, and they're nuch closer together than
what these pictures show And they're not as far out
down the streets as these pictures are show ng. So
you're not really getting a real view

And tonorrow if you're on the tour, | think
you'll see the difference there if you think back about
what we saw on the screens today and what you see in
real -- real eyesight. | think you'll see that
everyt hi ng was expanded in those pictures.

Al so, the Google Earth pictures and a | ot
of maps that were shown don't even show all of the houses
i n our subdivision. Even Google Earth is not up to date
on all the hones that are in that subdivision. And hones
are still being built there. Just this year alone, we
have five new hones built there. These are |arge hones
on an acre and a quarter mnimum So we -- we are still
an active subdivision with young famlies noving in.

What else did | want to tell you?

| guess what | really noticed is that
SunDog didn't really have nmuch informati on about that
nei ghbor hood, the hones, the people that are living
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there. Most of their maps are show ng roads and geol ogy,
that sort of thing. But not a |ot about our subdivision.

So |l would like to just -- just introduce
you to our subdivision. |It's like the invisible
subdivision in this project. And I'd like to introduce
you to it.

If this project goes through, we would be
surrounded on all four sides by either power lines or a
substation, a battery substation, lithiumbattery storage

and that would all be at close range to our subdivision.

And we feel -- we feel a sense of danger
about that. W feel alittle danger -- we feel like
there's not enough information out there to say whet her
it would be dangerous to our health or our children's
health to be surrounded on all four sides by
el ectronmagnetic fields and all of this equipnment. So we
feel a danger about this.

Let me tell you about this subdivision.
You have this little map in front of you. CQur
subdivision is the little square on your big maps from
SunDog Solar. There's a little cutout that goes around
our subdivision, and it's a little square in the mddle
there that it | ooks like there's nothing there or a
coupl e nounds of dirt or sonething. But if you get to
know what our subdivision is, you mght see it
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differently.
We're two nmain roads goi ng down the m ddl e.

We have David Lane and Andrew Lane. There are
approximately 30 hones, and as | said, five new hones
built in just the last year in there. Al of our
el ectricity is underground, so we don't have any
unsi ghtly tel ephone poles or lines running through our
subdi vision, which is very nice. |It's one of the reasons

we wanted to live there. W like that.

Al'l of our hones are on wells, and all of
our homes have irrigation canal water to them So that's
included in our taxes. W all have irrigation. So
whenever water is released, we're allowed to have
irrigation for animals or for our yards. That's included
i n our taxes.

And | have the irrigation canals and the
wells are in blue on that map that we passed out. So if
you see on the north side the -- it would be the
nort heast corner is our hone. But | want to talk to you
about the whol e subdivision. But the canals are in blue
on three sides here and then com ng down al so on the east
side is our irrigation. And then you see the wells there

t hat we use.

And we have great water in our wells. It's
not horrible well water. |It's really good. W have good
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wat er supply. We haven't had any problens with that.

| want to just kind of walk you through the
subdivision and 1'Il try to be quick. | don't want to
wear your patience out or anything. But if you start at
our house here on the very corner where the |Iines would
cone right -- right around that corner of our hone,

t here's anot her hone south of us.

That's a honme where they've taken in
animal s that are damaged or hurt. They've taken in
animals there. |If you go down David Lane toward the
west, we have hones with children and homes with ani mal s.
A lot of these are horse properties. A lot of people do
have | i vestock.

If you follow on west you'll see sone
squares that were kind of drawn in. That's new hones.
Those are brand-new hones. One isn't even noved into
yet. And then we get to the corner near the square where
the substation would be. And if that substation went in
there, our friend Todd would be |looking at it fromhis
gar age doors.

Then as you go down -- nove down -- nove
down south down Tweedy Road here, we have people who give
children riding | essons on David Lane on the other corner
here on Tweedy and David Lane. They have children there
that they give horse riding | essons to.
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And then nove on down David Lane. W have
cul -de-sacs, these hones are all on cul-de-sacs. They're
all on their own wells.

And then if we continue on down here, let's
go down to Andrew Lane. All these people have snall
farms. They have |livestock. They have children. 1In the
center here, the larger conplex is a famly with 11
children. W also have a famly back up there on David
Lane that takes in foster children.

So | tell you this to tell you there are a
l ot of children in this neighborhood, and they're
enj oyi ng the outdoors of this neighborhood. They're
enj oyi ng what they do.

There's anot her new house, a little square
on the corner of Tweedy Road and Andrew there that's just
gone up, too.

So | just wanted to give you a picture of
t hi s nei ghborhood and its people. These are people.
These are their honmes. These are their children. And |
just wanted you to be able to see that.

Down on the south side of the picture that
we have, all of Orsted's solar panels are going in down
there below the right-of-way for the power lines. You
can see the 500kV line and the 230kV line. And |
think -- | think there is another |ine comng, too, and |
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think that | heard that fromyou today that there's
another line that will be com ng down there. And we did
get paperwork in the mail about that. So there will be
all those lines there to the south of us already.

| think I've kind of explained that to you.
In the corner, in the |lower right-hand corner there is
the Orsted substation that | nentioned. And | hoped that
tonorrow you do get to see that. |It's quite an anazing
thing. | really hope that you would put that on your
schedule to go to Eleven M| e Corner Road and turn down
toward the Pinal County fairgrounds and see what has gone
In there.

And actually the central electrical station
too, that's there. [It's just enornous.

So I've kind of explained to you that we,
if this project goes through from SunDog, we are just
going to be surrounded by all of this electrica
equi pnment, electric lines. W wll totally be
surrounded.

Let me see what else | wanted to say to
you. Did anyone have any questions about that little
map, about our subdivi sion?

CHW STAFFORD: This is tine for public
comment. W don't ask questions of the public
coment er s.
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M5. DEVAN. Ch, that's right. GCkay, yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: But thank you very nuch.

M5. DEVAN.  Ckay.

CHW STAFFORD: We have ot her people on the
list to speak and you' ve been speaking for about
17 m nutes, so --

M5. DEVAN. Well, 1'Il try to wap it up,

t hen.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

M5. DEVAN.  Uh-huh. So the reason that we
are protesting this is health risk, firewod risk and
water risk. Even though it's been said that you can't
prove that there's any health risk, still we read about
t hi ngs online, childhood cancers and chil dhood | eukem a
that people worry about. It's -- we're just surrounded
by too nuch. And it could be even nore.

Brenda back here nentioned that we heard
froma firefighter who explained to us what happens if
you have one of these battery fires, and it's pretty
scary.

Also | bring to your mnd Paradise,
California, the whole city burned down after a power |ine
cane down in high winds. And you probably renenber that.
And even in Hawaii, the recent fire where the whole city
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was | ost, there was involvenment with power lines with
that, too.

And lastly, on the issue of fire I'd |ike
to tell you that our area does not even have a city fire
departnment. We only have a county, it's kind of a type
of volunteer fire departnment. But we don't have city
fire departnent where we are.

As far as water, |'ve kind of addressed
that. 1've talked to you about environnental risk.

SunDog Sol ar says there's no inportant
wildlife area on our proposed site or within five mles,
but what about the people? What about the people?

Are -- you know, we're |iving.

They -- they checked on the politically
correct ows and small creatures, but they left our
subdivision and its children and its environnment to be
i nvi si bl e.

You are the line siting Commttee, and the

site for this transm ssion |ine and storage substation is

a bad and unsafe plan for the people living there. And
' masking you to vote to not accept the proposal and to
t hi nk about the people. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Up next we have Jerry Devan. |Is it Devan?
Am | pronouncing that correctly?
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MR. DEVAN. It's however you want to say

it. My wife and I, we really didn't conpare notes so she
said a ot of what | was going to say, so I'll be nuch
shorter.

| want to address the photos also. It

seened there was no pictures of all our houses, you know,
they were going fromthe street |ooking at a distance.
And when you get there you're going to see it |ooks nuch
different. And if you want to have a real treat, pul
into our driveway with your bus and, you know, get nore a
feel of what we're actually going to be seeing.

And SunDog, this is their only opportunity
it seens like they're -- in their mnds the only way they
could get their lines to where they want it to go, it's
taking that one path. So they're doing everything they
can to justify getting you to believe that.

kay. And we did nove there for a couple
reasons. W were seven mles from Casa G ande so we were
cl ose to shopping. W were close to I-10, so we could do
sone traveling that way. And the other reason why is we
| oved the idea that the power |ines were all underground.
So, and that was a repeat.

SunDog's sol ar project began in | believe
2018 and sone tine between 2018 and April 7, 2023, they
have -- they changed their mnd from how t hey were goi ng
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to go ahead and run those power lines. GCkay. |'m going
to skip that part.

kay. That was on April 7. On April 7 we
received mail -- mail on April 7 for a neeting that was
going to begin at 4:30 that day. This is the only
letters that we had from SunDog. And so we went. W
went there and basically we were told this is the route
we're taking, so ny wife and |I pretty much kind of
i gnor ed everyt hi ng.

We didn't discuss anything with SunDog or
anyt hi ng because their mnd was made up. W invited them
to cone and see our honme and see what they were pl anning
on doing to it, and they did not do that.

And once again, ny wife was sayi ng peopl e
are buying land. They're building homes. People are
nmoving in the hones. There has been no disclosure at
al |, nobody noving into that nei ghborhood or buying |and
have any idea of this project even though it's been going
on for years.

And that was the kind of a surprise, one or
two people said they never would have bought in there if
t hey woul d have known that.

Ckay. In 2022 the U. S. Consuner Product
Saf ety Comm ssion reported there were nore than 25, 000
I ssues involving fires of overheating stenm ng from
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lithiumion batteries during a five-year period.

This is the sane technol ogy used in the
batteries for solar farns. Sone exanmples. April 19,
2019, four nmenbers of the Peoria Fire Medical HAZMAT Team
were called to the McM cken Battery Storage Systemin
Surprise, Arizona. An explosion hospitalized all four of
themw th serious injuries.

April 29, 2022, in Chandler, there was a
fire in a battery storage area that |asted nearly two
weeks and the nei ghborhood had to be evacuat ed.

July 31, 2023, New York governor Katie
Hochul | aunched a special task force to investigate the
safety of battery energy storage facilities after a third
bl aze in the state left residents warned to stay indoors
because the solar farns had potentially toxic snoke
billow ng across the area.

Cct ober 24, 2023, there was a recall on LG
solar lithiumbatteries. The question is what is a safe
di stance for a solar farmto be | ocated froma
nei ghbor hood? An article from high-techenergy.com
printed July 9, 2023, suggests 3200 feet.

Cosol arfl oridastate. org, July 26, 2023,
states, "In general solar farns are required to be built
at least 1.86 mles froma residential area."

Ener gyt heory. com Novenber 17, 2023,
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suggested 1.24 ml es.

Treesynbolism com a study conducted by the
Uni versity of California reconmends 1.2 mles.

The World Health Organi zati on says
1.2 mles, and that was done on August 20, 2023.

| " ve addressed solar farnms and batteries,
but now | want to discuss the proposed transm ssion
l'i nes.

Sone reasons to reject it. And this may be
sone copy fromny wife. Well, it would be installed
close to property lines, and as suggested, they really
want a |l ot of footage between honmes and these |ines.

El ectromagnetic radi ation can affect the health of nearby
residents.

You know, we were tal king about people
can't get sick or anything like that. And | was | ooking
up a few things. And Denver and Elway, we're |ooking at
the chil dhood | eukem a, and they said it's an increased
risk of getting that. There was studi es done on cancer,
chi | dhood | eukem a, reproductive and devel opnent al
effects, premature pregnancy term nation.

There's always -- there's going to be two
sides. One side is always going to | ean toward one way
just |ike Republicans and Denocrats. You know, they --
don't really know if it's dangerous or not, but if
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anybody in our nei ghborhood gets | eukem a or sonet hi ng,
|"mpretty darn sure they' re going after the people who

put this in place.

kay. The buzzing noises. It's an
irritant. Decreased hone value. 1It's going to be
unsightly frommnmy back porch, 1'll be |ooking at

transm ssion poles and |ines.

And of course battery fires. These can
burn for days which would be harnful to our |and, water
and air. There are honmes very close to where the battery
storage would be |ocated. There's homes right across the
street. And when you're |looking at that site tonorrow,
pay attention to those hones and if there was a fire.

Downed power |lines can cause a fire. And
once again, like ny wife said we are not serviced by a
city fire departnment, it's only a volunteer departnent.

In closing, we residents have to live with
your decision. But please keep in mnd that there is
risk tous in allowng this project to go through our
nei ghbor hood. Residents wll question a source of
i1l ness, behavioral changes, diseases and ani na
i1l nesses. Please reject the proposal from SunDog, the
heal th and wel | - being of our people is at risk. Thank
you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.
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Next up is David Val des.

MR, VALDES: Hello there. M nane is David
Val des. Thank you for hearing us. They've pretty much
gone over everything as far as what's on nmy mnd, the
sane thing about that, about my ranch here at the end of
Davi d Lane that backs up to Al exis here.

To have the open sky, | |ove the open sky,
| love that the power lines, everything is all
underground. There's things that we know about power and
there's things we don't know about power. M biggest
concern woul d be about the safety risk here, definitely
wth the battery plants itself.

That's about it. | would Iike themto
relocate it to sone other -- sone other route. Thank
you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Up next we have
Jake Roberts.

MR, ROBERTS: Good evening, Commttee. M
nane's Jake Roberts. MW famly has owned the | and where
this facility would be built for four generations. Qur
famly home is there and we plan to continue living there
and farmng all the land that is not used for solar.

W are willing to | ease a portion of our
| and for solar generation for several reasons. The
energy wll be good for Pinal County, the State of
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Arizona and our country.

Qur land is ideally |located for solar
generation being close to Pinal Central substation and
actual ly between two existing substations with all the
supporting infrastructure. The sun shines everywhere in
Pi nal County, but there are very few places where you can
put sol ar generation w thout having to add extensive
transm ssion, switchyards, battery storage and ot her
facilities that not only add cost, in addition hurt the
envi ronnent .

Pi nal County has already recognized that
our land is the right place for solar by anending the
conprehensive plan to allowit. And nost inportant to
us, solar is conpatible with carrying on our famly
farm ng business. The land wll be used even during this
period of drought.

The water that will be saved with -- wll
help us fully utilize our remaining acreage for farmng.
There's no noi se, no dust, no waste or pollution that
woul d prevent us fromliving and working next to this
solar facility.

Sonme peopl e oppose this project because
they think our | and should be used for manufacturing or
ot her industrial or commercial purposes rather than
solar. But that's not their choice to nake because our
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land is not for sale. This is a |ease.

And when the solar | ease expires, the solar
operator is required to restore our land to the original
condition. So that it can again be used for farm ng by
ny famly and our successors.

This is what people nean when they talk
about private property. This is an asset ny famly has
held for 100 years and will continue to hold for
oursel ves for future generations. Approving this solar
project will help us do that.

Pl ease make the decisions that will allow
this inportant solar project to go forward. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. W don't have
anyone else in the roomsigned up to speak. Do we have
any nenbers of the public online or on the phone that
wi sh to give comment ?

AV TEAM MEMBER: M. Chairnman, we do not
have anyone onli ne.

CHW STAFFORD:. Does anyone else in the
roomw sh to make a comment who hasn't already done so?

(No response.)

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. Wth that, the
public session -- public comment session is concluded.
W will take a recess until nine a.m tonorrow norning,
at which point we reconvene in the | obby. W'Il go on
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the record and we wll describe the tour before we board
t he buses and take the tour.
Wth that, we stand in recess.

(Proceedi ngs recessed at 6:13 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE IT KNOMWN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by nme in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of the
parties hereto nor am| in any way interested in the
out cone her eof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(9) (1) and (2).

Dat ed at Phoeni x, Arizona, February 8, 2024.

JENNI FER HONN, RPR

Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50885

| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC, has
conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACIA 7-206(J)(1)( =~ T
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Ari zona Registered Firm
No. R1035
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